
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
 

To:        All Legislators 

From:   Senator Olsen and Representative Kitchens 

Date:    Aug. 22, 2019 

Re:        Co-sponsorship of LRB-1275/1: relating to grants for feasibility studies of 

school district consolidation or whole grade sharing and making an appropriation 

DEADLINE: Thursday Aug. 29, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  
  
Consolidation feasibility studies allow school districts the chance to see if consolidation 
is something that would be worth it for them or not. The studies often review a number 
of factors in addition to cost savings that include which schools to keep, how to 
configure the grades at those schools, as well as additional academic programs that 
could be offered if a merger took place. 
  
The 2007-09 State Biennial Budget created an appropriation for one-time grants that 
were available during the 2008-09 school year for school districts that were interested in 
conducting a consolidation feasibility study. During the Blue Ribbon Commission on 
School Funding members expressed interest in providing a similar incentive for schools. 
  
This legislation creates a grant that would allow school districts with the goal of reducing 
costs or increasing educational opportunities to conduct consolidation or whole grade 
sharing feasibility studies. 
  
This bill was drafted based on the recommendations made by the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on School Funding. To co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this 
email or contact Adam in Rep. Kitchens’ office at 6-5350 or Jenna in Sen. Olsen’s office 
at 6-0751 by Thursday, Aug. 29, at 5 p.m. 
  

 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to award grants of up to 
$10,000 each to consortia of school districts to be used for a professional financial 
analysis of how school district consolidation or entering into a whole grade sharing 
agreement would affect the school districts. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be 
printed as an appendix to this bill 
 


