
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
 

To:        All Legislators 

From:   Representative Felzkowski and Senator Darling 

Date:     August 22, 2019 

Re:        Co-sponsorship of LRB-1272 and LRB-3167 relating to: a whole grade sharing 

categorical aid for school boards and making an appropriation 

DEADLINE: August 29, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 
  
  
Under current law, two or more school districts may enter into a whole grade sharing 
agreement, wherein students in a specific grade from one school district join their 
corresponding grade in one of the other participating districts and attend school there. 
This practice can provide additional academic opportunities to students and act as a 
cost-saving measure for the school districts. 
  
Currently, the aid provided to school districts that enter into whole grade sharing 
agreements runs through the funding formula without a consistent certainty, and many 
school districts around the state, especially smaller, rural districts, would see substantial 
benefits from whole grade sharing if they were able to implement an agreement with 
neighboring districts. 
  
This bill creates a categorical aid for school districts that enter into whole grade sharing 
agreements and adopt a resolution to consider school district consolidation. Under the 
bill, DPI would provide an incentive of $150 per student enrolled in a grade participating 
in a whole grade sharing agreement. This aid will be given for up to five school years. 
  
This bill was drafted based on the recommendations made by the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on School Funding. To co-sponsor this legislation please respond to this 
email or contact Stamena in Rep. Felzkowski’s office at 6-7694 or Rachel in Sen. 
Darling’s office at 6-5830 by 5:00pm on Thursday, August 29th. 
  

 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill creates a categorical aid for school boards that enter into a whole grade sharing 
agreement and adopt a resolution to consider school district consolidation. 
Under the bill, the Department of Public Instruction pays an eligible school board an amount 
equal to $150 per pupil enrolled in a grade included in the whole grade 
sharing agreement. A school board may not receive this aid for more than five school years. 
Under current law, two or more school boards may enter into a whole grade sharing 
agreement, under which all or a substantial portion of the pupils enrolled in a specified grade 
in the participating school districts attend the specified grade in one of the participating 
school districts. 



For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


