
To:       All Legislators 

  
From:   Senator Marklein 

Representative Mursau 

  
Re:       Co-sponsorship of LRB 1271 – school district sparsity aid and making an 
appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, April 19, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.          
  
LRBs 1271/1 and 2741/1 were drafted from the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on School Funding. 
  
Sparsity Aid is available to districts with less than 745 pupils, or if the density of the pupils is less 
than ten pupils per square mile. Districts that meet either definition in the previous school year 
are eligible for sparsity aid in the amount of $400 per pupil. 
  
LRB 1271/1 creates two tiers of sparsity aid, at the $400 per pupil tier, the membership would 
increase from 745 pupils to 1,000 pupils. The second tier would provide aid in the amount of 
$100 per pupil, for districts with membership greater than 1,000 pupils, but not more than 
2,700 pupils. 
  
To cosponsor LRB-1259/1, please contact Vince in Sen. Marklein's office (6-0703) or Cory in 
Rep. Mursau's office (6-3780). 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill makes additional school districts eligible for sparsity aid and provides 

additional funding for school district sparsity aid. 
Under current law, a school district is eligible for sparsity aid in the amount of $400 

per pupil if the school district's membership in the previous school year did not exceed 745 
pupils and if the membership divided by the school district's area in square miles 
(population density of pupils per square mile) is less than ten. 

This bill extends to school districts with a membership not exceeding 1,000 pupils, 
rather than 745 pupils, eligibility for sparsity aid of $400 per pupil. The bill also creates a 
second tier of sparsity aid for additional school districts. Under the bill, a school district is 
eligible for sparsity aid in the amount of $100 per pupil if the school district's membership 
in the previous school year was greater than 1,000 but not more than 2,700 and if the 
school district's population density of pupils per square mile is less than seven. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed 
as an appendix to this bill. 
  

 


