
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
DATE:              Jan. 24, 2019 
  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Rep. Joel Kitchens and Sen. Dale Kooyenga 
  
RE:                   LRB-1258/1 relating to: information on the school district and school accountability report 
  
DEADLINE:     Monday, Feb. 4, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  
We will be introducing LRB-1258/1 to require the state Department of Public Instruction to include the 
percentage of students participating in music, dance, drama and visual arts on the annual school and 
school district accountability report cards. 
  
Numerous studies have shown that schools offering more extensive opportunities in the arts have 
experienced better pupil attendance and achievements in other subjects. 
  
According to a 2017 doctoral dissertation by Gresham Community Schools Principal Benjamin Heninger, 
the study of instrumental music at a rural La Crosse high school was statistically significant and positively 
related to the students' ACT Aspire test scores in English, science, reading and math. Of all the 
independent variables tested in this study – gender, race, special education and poverty – none of them 
made as large of a statistically significant positive contribution as instrumental music courses. 
  
LRB-1258/1 should not create that much – if any – additional work for school districts since many of 
them say their Student Information Systems already collect this data. Furthermore, these statistics are 
already being sent to DPI under the "Roster" heading. Officials would only need to upload the 
information into the state-wide WISEdata collection system. 
  
The arts data would be included on the report cards for informational purposes only and not be 
considered in a district's accountability calculations. But further transparency on student engagement 
measures is expected to help encourage local communities to better understand and support what their 
schools are offering. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-1258/1, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Kitchens' office at 
266-5350 or Sen. Kooyenga's office at 266-2512. All co-sponsors will be added to the companion version 
of the bill unless otherwise requested. 
  
The deadline to co-sponsor this bill is Monday, Feb. 4, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to include in the annual school district and school 
accountability report, commonly referred to as school and school district report cards, the percentage of 
pupils participating in music, dance, drama, and visual arts. Under the bill, DPI must include this 
information for each high school and school district and must also include the statewide percentage of 



pupils participating in each subject. The bill specifies that this information may not be used to evaluate a 
school's performance or school district's improvement. 
 


