
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
To:             All Legislators 

  
From:        Senator Duey Stroebel; Representative Robert Brooks 

                   
Date:         Tuesday, February 5, 2019  
  
Re:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-1250/1—relating to: installation of barricade devices on an 

interior door in a school building                         
  

Deadline:  Friday February 15, 2019 at 5pm. 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

In the wake of tragic school shootings, local school officials across the nation have collaborated 
with police and fire officials to develop targeted measures designed to "harden" school facilities 
and increase the safety of students and staff. One strategy promoted by local, state, and federal 
law enforcement is the employment of temporary barricades and blocking devices that deny 
room entry to active shooters. 

Unfortunately, doors that open outward into hallways and common areas are difficult to secure 
against forced entry. There are several commercially available devices on the market today that 
allow users to turn an outward swinging door into a barricade. Under the current fire code, 
however, use of these simple, low-cost devices is prohibited. 

We are introducing LRB 1250/1 at the behest of a local school district that expressed interest in 
employing temporary barricade devices during active shooter drills (for training) and events. 
These devices were recommended to the district by local law enforcement with the approval of 
the fire department. 

This legislation would allow schools to employ temporary barricade devices if: 

•         The school obtains approval from local law enforcement and the local fire department. 

•         The device is removable or unlockable from the outside by use of a special key, tool or 
electrical or electronic means. 

•         It is only employed in the event of an active shooter or training for such an event 

•         The use of the device is specifically outlined in the school's safety plan. 

The United States Department of Homeland Security has included door blockers—temporary 
barricades—in its list of recommended actions that schools could take to hard facilities and 
increase safety. 
  



If you are interested in cosponsoring this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or call 
Representative Brooks' office at 7-2369 or Senator Stroebel's office at 6-7513 by 5:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday, March 16.  You will be automatically added to the senate bill unless directed 
otherwise. 
  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

            This bill provides that the Department of Safety and Professional Services may not 
prohibit, and a city, village, or town may not enact or enforce an ordinance that prohibits, a 
public or private elementary or secondary school from installing a barricade device on an 
interior door in the school building. The bill defines a "barricade device" as an anchoring 
mechanism installed on the interior side of a door that does all of the following: 

1.      When engaged, secures the door against forced entry. 
2.      May be disengaged by an individual on the interior side of the door without use of a key 

or special tool. 
3.      May be disengaged by an individual on the exterior side of the door with a key or 

special tool. 
4.      Does not alter any door closer hardware, panic hardware, or fire exit hardware. 

  
The bill also provides that, before installing a barricade device in a school building, a 

school must obtain approval in writing from the local fire department and local law 
enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the school building. 

  
Under current law, all school boards and governing bodies of private schools must have 

a school safety plan in effect that includes certain information and must provide school safety 
plan training to certain persons. The bill requires that a school safety plan must also include 
guidelines for the use of any barricade device installed in a school building or facility and that 
school safety plan training must include training on the use of any barricade device installed in 
a school building or facility. 
  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 
  
 


