
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
FROM:           Representative Bob Kulp, Senator Kathy Bernier, Senator Luther Olsen 
DATE:            February 28, 2019 
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1236/1, self-insurance by religious sects for purposes of motor 
vehicle financial responsibility and liability insurance requirements. 
  

DEADLINE:   Wednesday, March 6th 
  
For some religious groups and organizations in Wisconsin, paying for car insurance from a major 
provider is against their religious beliefs. In order to satisfy these concerns while still requiring motor 
insurance for all citizens, this bill would allow religious sects to self-insure. The state of Wisconsin 
already has a system of self-insurance through the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. To qualify 
for self-insurance, an applicant must be able to fill out the Self-Insurance Certificate Application, own 
more than 25 motor vehicles and have sufficient assets to pay judgements of motor vehicle accidents. 
This bill will keep all of these requirements while allowing religious groups with 25 years of mutual 
financial assistance to also qualify. 
  
LRB-1236/1 would amend Wis. Stat. 344.16(1) to allow religious sects to self-insure for motor insurance. 
The proposed legislation DOES NOT impact other self-insurance applicants or those who get motor 
vehicle insurance from an insurance company. 
  

Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: Wednesday, March 6th 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 
Under this bill, the Department of Transportation may issue a certificate of self-insurance to a religious 
sect that meets specified requirements. 
Under current law, subject to certain exceptions, a person may not operate a motor vehicle in this state 
unless the owner or operator of the vehicle has in effect a motor vehicle liability insurance policy for the 
vehicle providing coverage in specified minimum liability limits. However, there is an exception for a 
motor vehicle owned by a self-insurer possessing a certificate of self-insurance issued by DOT. 
Also under current law, if a motor vehicle accident results in injury, death, or property damage of $1,000 
or more, DOT is required to notify the operator and the owner of the vehicle that the person must deposit 
with DOT security for the accident in an amount sufficient to satisfy any resulting judgment for damages. 
If DOT receives a copy of a judgment for damages of $500 or more arising out of a motor vehicle 
accident, the person against whom the judgment was rendered is required to provide proof of financial 
responsibility. In both situations, proof of financial responsibility includes coverage under a motor vehicle 
liability insurance policy with specified minimum liability limits. In lieu of a motor vehicle liability 
insurance policy, a person may show that the person is a self-insurer possessing a certificate of self-
insurance issued by DOT. 
Under this bill, upon application, DOT may issue a certificate of self-insurance to a religious sect the 
members of which have a history of mutual financial assistance and have collectively registered with 
DOT more than 25 vehicles. If DOT issues a certificate of self-insurance to a religious sect, the certificate 
of self-insurance may be used in lieu of motor vehicle liability insurance by members of the religious sect 
to satisfy proof of financial responsibility and mandatory motor vehicle liability insurance requirements. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. For 
further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  



To be added as a cosponsor please reply to this email or call Rep. Kulp's office at 7-0820. 
 


