
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

 
 

  

DATE:           2/21/19 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Jim Steineke 

                        Senator Alberta Darling 
  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-1227/1, relating to: grants to homeless shelters, 
modifying administrative rules promulgated by the Department of 
Administration, and making an appropriation. 

  
DEADLINE:   February 28, 2019 at 12 PM 
  

This legislation is part of a package drawn from recommendations included in A Hand and a 

Home: Foundations for Success, the 2019-2022 state action plan from the Interagency Council 

on Homelessness (ICH). This plan was referred to in the Wisconsin State Journal as "perhaps the 

state's most coordinated, deepest attempt to prevent and curtail homelessness." The plan asks for 

$3.75 million in new spending annually, with identified performance metrics tied to each funding 

stream to assess the efficacy of those programs. Future investments can be built off this data. 

While we in the Legislature await the ICH's upcoming work in the administration to coordinate 

and collaborate our homeless response, a number of the plan's recommendations require statutory 

changes. We should signal to our partners in the homeless services community and to our 

neighbors in need that we will act quickly to adopt the strategies they provided in A Hand and a 

Home. 

 

LRB 1227/1 is taken directly from Strategies 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5 of the state action plan released by 

the ICH. This legislation adds an additional $500,000 annually to the State Shelter Subsidy Grant 

(SSSG) program. The SSSG provides monies for a shelter's operating budget and the expansion 

of existing shelter facilities, as well as the renovation or expansion of an existing building into a 

shelter. This is a 50% increase to the program, which has remained at nearly the same funding 

level for the past quarter-century. Notably, the legislation also adds performance metrics to 

incentivize shelters to responsibly transition individuals into permanent housing. As noted in the 

action plan, emergency shelters are a critical piece of our state's homelessness response and the 

SSSG program is an integral component of that. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Rep. Steineke's office at 
6-2401 or Rep.Steineke@legis.wi.gov or Senator Darling's office at 6-5830 

or Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov , by Noon on Deadline: February 28, 2019. 
  
  

 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
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This bill provides an additional $500,000 in each fiscal year of the 2019-21 fiscal 
biennium for grants to supplement the operating budgets of homeless shelters. The bill also 
includes additional criteria the Department of Administration must consider in awarding 
that additional grant money and amends administrative rules of DOA concerning the grants 
so that DOA's rules are consistent with certain statutory requirements. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
  
 


