
 

TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senators Alberta Darling and Roger Roth 
                        Representatives Mike Rohrkaste and Jeremy Thiesfeldt 
  
DATE:            5/15/2019 
            
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2176: After-school grants. 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 4 PM 
  
This bill creates a grant program to support high-quality after-school programs. The Department of Public 

Instruction may award grants from $50,000 to $100,000 to school boards, operators of independent 

charter schools, governing bodies of private schools, and nonprofit organizations that meet certain 

criteria. The return on investment is found through increased learning potential, improved performance at 

school, reduced crime and juvenile delinquency, and a stronger workforce after graduation. 
  
In Wisconsin, 265,984 youth in K-12 are waiting for an available after school program, and 205,209 

youth are alone and unsupervised after school. This program would provide youth with after school 

opportunities, and stabilize a funding crisis stemming from recent changes in CLC allocations. 
  
In the Wisconsin 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CLC) grant competition for the 2018-19 

school year, 142 CLC centers requested over $17 million, but only $4.35 million was available to support 

just 37 sites. As a result, many high-quality programs that previously received funding were forced to 

shut their doors. This inconsistent funding for after school hours disrupts programs, stunts learning 

opportunities, and hurts rural youth. 
  
Supported by the Wisconsin Afterschool Network, Wisconsin Boys & Girls Clubs and the State Alliance 

of YMCAs, these organizations serve over half a million children and families. They know after school 

programs save at least three tax dollars for every one spent by reducing the need for remedial education, 

preventing grade repetition, lowering the drop-out rate, building workforce skills and keeping kids safe. 
 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact Rachel in Senator 

Darling's office at 6-5830 or Michael in Representative Rohrkaste's office at 6-5719 by 4 PM on Tuesday, 

May 21. All co-sponsors will be added to both versions of the bill unless otherwise specified. 
 


