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Consultation Program and making an appropriation 
  
TO:  All Legislators 
  
FROM:  Senator Alberta Darling and Representative Jim Steineke 
  
DATE:  2/27/2019 
  
DEADLINE:  Friday, March 8, 2019 
  

Wisconsin is facing a serious shortage of mental health providers.  20 of Wisconsin's 72 
counties have no practicing psychiatrist.  According to the 2018 report by the Office of 
Children's Mental Health, 24% of young adults in Wisconsin have been diagnosed with a 
mental illness.  The same report stated that of those seeking mental health services, 44% 
see a primary care physician. 

In an effort to combat the lack of mental health providers across Wisconsin, we created 
the Child Psychiatry Consultation Program (CPCP) in 2015.  The Medical College of 
Wisconsin, in partnership with Children's Hospital, operates the CPCP through a $1 
million annual grant.  The CPCP connects primary care providers with psychiatrists who 
provide mental health consultations for child and adolescent patients.  In doing this, the 
program provides patients with immediate access to mental health services, educates 
providers on mental health treatment and prevention, and even helps refer individuals 
to specialists and community supports. 

Since its inception in 2015, the CPCP has provided over 1,800 consultations.  90% of the 
457 providers using the CPCP have reported satisfaction with the program.  The CPCP 
has even enabled primary care doctors to receive the consultation while a child is still in 
the doctor's office.  Instead of waiting months to see a specialist, the CPCP has provided 
kids with immediate access to the care they need. 

This bill increases the annual appropriation by $1.5 million per year.  This increase in 
funds enables a full statewide expansion of the CPCP. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Rachel Keith in Senator 
Darling's office at 6-5830 or Tyler Clark in Representative Steineke's office at 6-2418 by 
5 PM on Friday, March 8, 2019.  All co-sponsors will be added to both versions of the 
bill unless otherwise specified. 

 


