
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative Lisa Subeck & Senator Dave Hansen 
  
DATE: January 24, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1201/2 and LRB-1397/1- Advisory referendum on an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, February 8th 
  
The 2010 United States Supreme Court decision in Citizens United v. FEC overturned 100 years of 
precedent by legalizing unlimited corporate involvement in elections. This ruling now allows 
corporations to be treated like "persons" in campaigns, thus giving more power to large, faceless 
entities, and undermining Wisconsin's proud progressive tradition of open and honest government. 
  
In Wisconsin's 2018 midterm election, outside groups spent over $61 million, more than was spent in 
2010 and 2014 combined.  
  
The passage of LRB-1201/2 and LRB-1397/1 would create an advisory referendum that would appear on 
the November, 2020 ballot. If the proposed referendum passes, Wisconsin would join 19 states that 
have already gone on record calling for a constitutional amendment to limit election spending. 144 
counties and municipalities in Wisconsin have joined over 780 counties and municipalities nationwide in 
passing similar referendums or resolutions. About 3 million people (55% of Wisconsinites) live in the 
jurisdictions where resolutions or referendums opposing Citizens United have passed.  
  
This bill provides the following question would be submitted, for advisory purposes only, to the voters of 
this state at the general election to be held in November 2020: 
  
"The U.S. Supreme Court's decisions in Citizens United and related cases allow unlimited spending to 
influence local, state, and federal elections. To allow all Americans to have an equal say in our 
democracy, shall Wisconsin's congressional delegation support, and the Wisconsin legislature ratify, an 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution stating: 
  
1. Only human beings—not corporations, unions, nonprofit organizations, or similar associations—are 
endowed with constitutional rights, and 
2. Money is not speech, and therefore limiting political contributions and spending is not equivalent to 
restricting political speech." 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please respond to this email or call Rep. Subeck's office at 266-
7521 by Friday, February 8th at noon. Your name will be added to both the Assembly and Senate versions 
unless otherwise specified. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



In the case of Citizens United v. F.E.C. and related cases, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that corporations 
are "persons" for the purpose of political speech, thus allowing corporations to make unlimited 
expenditures in political campaigns.  The U.S. Constitution grants Congress the power to propose 
amendments to the Constitution that become effective when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths 
of the states.  Amendments can have the effect of overturning—in effect repealing—prior decisions of 
the Supreme Court.  This resolution places a question on the November 2020 ballot to ask the people if 
Congress should propose an amendment to overturn Citizens United v. F.E.C. and related cases. 
 


