
To:             All Legislators 

  
From:       Representative Tranel  
                 Senator Marklein 

  
Re:             Co-sponsorship of LRB 1180/1 and companion LRB 2735/1 – Regarding Licensing for 
Special Education Teachers 

  
DEADLINE:      Thursday, April 18th at 12 Noon          
  
Wisconsin schools are currently facing challenges with the recruitment and retention of special 
education teachers. 
  
Whereas all other teachers can have a license with stipulations for three years and can have 
this license renewed every year by the school, special education teachers can have a license 
with stipulations for three years and then are required to take and pass a FORT examination, 
which can be costly, time consuming, and has no correlation with transfer of knowledge to 
children in the classroom. 
  
This legislation creates an additional option to the FORT exam that enables special education 
teachers to earn their professional license. It does not in any way change or eliminate the FORT 
exam, it simply creates another option. 
  
This bill was drafted in response to feedback received by Wisconsin's CESA districts and the DPI 
stating that candidates for the professional teaching license would rather receive meaningful 
instruction, coaching, and feedback through rigorous coursework than memorize terms and 
study guides to pass a standardized test. In addition, there is compelling data which states that 
receiving feedback from a professor or coach directly transfers to students in the classroom, 
while testing does not. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Kennedy in 
Rep. Tranel's office (6-1170) or Vince in Senator Marklein's office (6-0703) by 12 Noon on April 
18th. All co-sponsors will be added to both the Senate and Assembly version unless specified 
otherwise. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill allows the Department of Public Instruction to issue an initial license 

as a special education teacher to an individual who successfully completes a course 
in the teaching of reading and reading comprehension, provided the individual 
satisfies all other requirements for licensure by DPI. Specifically, the course must 
satisfy all of the following: 

1. The course provides rigorous instruction in the teaching of phonemic 



awareness, phonics, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and fluency. 

2. A student in the course receives feedback and coaching from an individual 

who holds either a masters degree in reading or a reading specialist license issued 
by DPI. 

3. A student in the course demonstrates competence in phonemic awareness, 
phonics, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and fluency by providing a portfolio of 
work. 

Current law requires, as a condition for receiving an initial license to teach in 
special education, that an individual passes an examination identical to the 

Foundations of Reading test. 

  

 


