
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Ron Tusler 
  
DATE: February 6, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of 1158/1, relating to bringing contraband into a jail or prison and 
providing a criminal penalty. 

  
DEADLINE: Wednesday, February 20th at 5:00pm 
  
  
We will be introducing common sense legislation to close a correctional system safety loophole by 
aligning the penalty for sneaking in a prohibited item for personal use with the penalty under 
current law for sneaking in a prohibited item with intent to give that item to another person. 
  
The idea for LRB-1158/1 came from corrections and law enforcement officers in Northeast 
Wisconsin, and an example of its application comes from a Captain in the Outagamie County 
Sheriff's office: 
  
"Working in a county jail we find that at times people will attempt to conceal contraband in an 
attempt to sneak it into the facility while being booked into jail. Depending on the contraband it 
may or may not be a crime. For instance, if it is illegal drugs the person can be charged. Or if a 
person sneaks any item in and gives it to another person, this is also a crime and the person can be 
charged. Where there is a problem is if the person tries to sneak something in that is not 
illegal to possess and keeps it for him/herself... A good example would be a person sneaks in 
a handcuff key, not illegal to possess and not a crime. So no real consequences if caught. 
Although a handcuff key is a big problem in a correctional setting" (emphasis added). 
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Evan in Rep. Tusler's office at 6-5831 by 5:00pm on 
Wednesday, February 20th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, it is a crime to bring a prohibited object into a jail or prison with the intent to 
deliver the object to another person, or to transport a prohibited item out of a jail or prison. Under 
the bill, it is also a crime to bring a prohibited object into a jail or prison with intent to keep the 
object for oneself. 
 


