
To:       All Legislators 

  

From:  Senator Jerry Petrowski and Representative James Edming 
            
Date:   January 24, 2019 
  
Re:      Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1140/1 and LRB-1426/1- Increased Penalties for Poaching of 

Deer 
  
DEADLINE:  12:00 PM on Thursday, January 31, 2019 
  

Deer hunting is one of Wisconsin's most important sporting traditions.  Each fall thousands of 

Wisconsinites take to the woods throughout the various hunting seasons.  Outdoorsmen and 

women spend years carefully managing their land to provide the best vegetation for the deer in 

the area and their efforts should not be stripped away by a poacher.  Unfortunately, in many 

cases the potential reward for poaching a deer far outweighs the risk. 
  

When someone is found guilty of poaching a deer one of the penalties that can be imposed is the 

wild animal protection surcharge.  However, the maximum surcharge that can be imposed under 

current law is a mere $43.75 regardless of the age or size of the animal.  Poachers can collect 

thousands of dollars on the black market for selling antlers and other parts of a trophy deer while 

the punishment remains minimal.  Poaching deer should not be a profitable activity in 

Wisconsin.  
  
This bill increases the wild animal protection surcharge for deer to a range of not less than 

$43.75 and not more than $5,000,  allowing the judge greater discretion on a case by case basis. 

  
Deer hunting is important to Wisconsin and we must protect its heritage for the honest hunters of 

today as well as the generations of hunters to follow. This proposed legislation has the potential 

to deter the illegal harvest of deer, to protect Wisconsin's hunting heritage, as well as create 

increased revenues to the DNR's Conservation fund. 

  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact 

Senator Petrowski's office at 266-2502 or Representative Edming's office at 266-7506 by 

12:00 PM on Thursday, January 31, 2019.  All co-sponsors will be added to both Senate and 

Assembly companion bills unless otherwise requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill increases the wild animal protection surcharge that a court may impose when a 

person unlawfully kills, wounds, catches, takes, traps, or possesses a deer. 

Under current law, if a court imposes a fine or forfeiture for the unlawful killing, 

wounding, catching, taking, trapping, or possession of certain wild animals, the court may 

impose a wild animal protection surcharge. The statute specifies the amount of the surcharge 

allowed for each type of wild animal. Under current law, the surcharge specified for deer is 

$43.75. Under this bill, the surcharge specified for deer is an amount in the court's discretion that 

is not less than $43.75 and not more than $5,000. 



For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
 


