
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Ron Tusler 
  
DATE: February 11, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1127/1, Closing the Child Exploitation/Pornography Loophole 

  
DEADLINE: Friday, February 22 at 5:00pm 
  
  
We will be introducing legislation to combat a significant vulnerability within Wisconsin's child 
exploitation statutes at the request of prosecutors and Internet Crimes Against Children 
investigators. 
  
Predators are using limited definitions of what is a sexually explicit video or image of children as a 
loophole, as present child pornography statues only apply when the child is engaged in a sexual act. 
Investigators are now very commonly seeing predators taking images of nearly naked children in 
see-through clothing that are suggestively posed and inappropriately sexualized and intended for 
sexual gratification in order to get around charges for possession of child pornography. 
  
To assist successful prosecution of these predators, this bill expands current definitions of a video 
or image as being child pornography if it depicts a child in a sexually suggestive manner in 
following ways: 
  

1.       A child's less than completely covered private areas, by means of posing or format, emits 
sensuality with sufficient impact to generate salacious interest on the child. 

2.       Any form of contact with a child's private areas in a manner that, by means of the posing or 
format, emits sensuality with sufficient impact to generate salacious interest on the child. 

3.       A child in any other way that is for the purpose of sexual stimulation or gratification of any 
person who may view the depiction when not for serious literary, artistic, political, or 
scientific value. 

  
LRB-1127/1 will build upon previous legislative victories to protect our state's children by closing 
this loophole that has been utilized by predators seeking to continue sexually exploiting minors. 
Please join us in introducing this legislation to help ensure prior and future efforts to safeguard the 
next generation are truly effective.  
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Evan in Rep. Tusler's office at 6-5831 by 5:00pm on Friday, 
February 22nd. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, in order for an image or video to be child pornography, the child must be 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct.  Under this bill, an image or video is child pornography if it 



depicts the child in a sexually suggestive manner, which means that it depicts: 1) a child's less than 
completely and opaquely covered genitals, pubic area, or intimate parts in a manner that, by means 
of the posing, composition, format, or animated sensual details, emits sensuality with sufficient 
impact to concentrate prurient interest on the child; 2) any form of contact with a child's 
genitals,  pubic area, or intimate parts in a manner that, by means of the posing, composition, 
format, or animated sensual details, emits sensuality with sufficient impact to concentrate prurient 
interest on the child; or 3) a child in any other way that is for the purpose of sexual stimulation or 
gratification of any person who may view the depiction where the depiction does not have serious 
literary, artistic, political, or scientific value. 
  
 


