
TO:                                Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:                         Sen. Jeff Smith 

Rep. Joan Ballweg & Rep. Mark Spreitzer 
DATE:                          March 14, 2019 
RE:                                LRB 1106/1 – Reducing Late Fee for Towns Submitting General 

Transportation Aids Annual Reports 
DEADLINE:             By 5pm on Thursday, March 28th, 2019 
  
Wisconsin towns have continually had to do more with less – especially when it comes to 
providing quality roads in our rural communities. Most town government officials are not full-
time employees. If a town official misses a deadline or files the wrong paperwork, the penalty 
can be severe.  
  
One of the towns in my district was five days late submitting their general transportation aids 
annual statement to DOT because a brand new clerk took over at the wrong time. The penalty 
for submitting the report late was a $6,300 reduction to their aid payment. 
  
The current penalty for cities, villages or towns submitting late reports is 1% of their aid lost per 
day, and up to 10% of their total aid lost. LRB 1106/1 changes the penalty for towns to $100 per 
day if submitting late reports to DOT. 
  
Towns are cut to the bone and cannot afford overly harsh penalties assessed on transportation 
aid payments. This simple change will help our hardworking town government officials get the 
aid they deserve and the aid they desperately need for maintaining Wisconsin's rural roads. 
  
The Wisconsin Towns Association is in support of this bill. 
  
To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Sen. Smith's office at 6-8546 or 
Rep. Ballweg's office at 6-8077 by 5pm on Thursday, March 28th, 2019 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, the Department of Transportation administers a general transportation 
aids program that makes transportation aid payments to counties based on a share–of–costs 
formula, and to municipalities based on the greater of a share–of–costs formula or an aid rate 
per mile.  Under the program, counties and municipalities are required to submit an annual 
statement of costs to the Department of Revenue. If a county or municipality fails to file the 
necessary documentation by the specified deadline, but does provide the documentation within 
30 days after the deadline, the amount of aid payable to that county or municipality for the 
following year is reduced by 1 percent for each day late, up to a maximum 10 percent 
reduction.  If a county or municipality fails to file the necessary documentation within 30 days 
of the deadline, the amount of aid payable to that county or municipality for the following year 
is reduced by 10 percent. 
  
Under this bill, if a town fails to file the necessary documentation by the specified deadline, but 
does provide the documentation within 30 days after the deadline, the amount of aid payable 
to a town may not be reduced by more than $100 for each day that the necessary 
documentation is late. 
  
 


