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In the past five years, 15 states and the District of Columbia have adopted versions of Automatic Voter 
Registration (AVR). The effects of AVR have been consistent throughout the nation: from Rhode Island 
to California, Automatic Voter Registration is boosting voter registration rates across the map.  AVR 
ensures a truly democratic and representative government by encouraging full participation in the 
electoral process. The people of Wisconsin deserve access to a high quality, modern election system 
that encourages participation from the largest number of voters. This bill would allow for the 
implementation of a system of Automatic Voter Registration in Wisconsin, creating a more just and 
democratic election process. 

LRB-1105/2 requires the Elections Commission to facilitate and maintain the registration of all eligible 
voters. Beyond this, the bill creates a more equitable and efficient voter registration process for the 
state of Wisconsin by partnering with the Department of Transportation (DOT) to create a system of 
Automatic Voter Registration. AVR has the capability of reducing the significant costs of voter 
registration maintenance by using DOT data and an electronic registration system. In relation to this 
initiative, the bill requires the Elections Commission to report its progress in implementing this system 
of AVR by July 1, 2020. This report will also contain an assessment of the feasibility of integrating 
registration information with information maintained by other agencies. These agencies would serve as 
additional data sources and would strengthen the AVR system even further by providing an increased 
ability to cross-reference and verify information as well as register more voters. 

In 2018 our country had its biggest year yet for Automatic Voter Registration. According to the Brennan 
Center for Justice, legislatures in Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Washington passed systems 
of AVR, joining Illinois and Rhode Island in reforming their voter registration processes. Michigan and 
Nevada also passed initiatives relating to AVR with strong bipartisan support. It is time for Wisconsin to 
do the same. Wisconsinites deserve a more accessible, equitable, and efficient voting process. This bill 
would create exactly that by implementing a system of Automatic Voter Registration in Wisconsin, 
encouraging full participation in the electoral process and ensuring a democratic government in 
Wisconsin. 

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-1105/2, please contact Representative Crowley's office at 6-5580 
or Rep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov or Senator Hansen's office at 6-5670 
or Sen.Hansen@legis.wisconsin.gov  by 12:00PM on Friday, May 31, 2019. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill requires the Elections Commission to facilitate the registration of all eligible electors of this state 
and to maintain the registration of all eligible electors for so long as they remain eligible.  The bill directs 
the commission and the Department of Transportation to enter into an agreement so that DOT may 
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transfer information in DOT's records to the commission.  The bill requires the commission to maintain 
the confidentiality of any information it obtains under the agreement and allows a driver's license or 
identification card applicant to "opt out" of DOT's transfer of this information to the commission.  Once 
the commission obtains all the information required under current law to complete an elector's 
registration, the commission adds the elector's name to the statewide registration list. The bill also directs 
the Elections Commission to report to the appropriate standing committees of the legislature, no later 
than July 1, 2020, concerning its progress in implementing the registration system created by the bill.  The 
report must contain an assessment of the feasibility of integrating registration information with 
information maintained by other agencies. 
  

 


