
To: All Legislators 
From: Rep. Amanda Stuck  
RE: Co-Sponsor LRB 1058/1 Prohibiting GPS Monitoring for Truancy Cases 
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In Appleton, we recently had a number of complaints and concerns about the process for truancy 
cases, these concerns led to an investigation by the School District and ultimately resulted in action 
by the School Board and the 8th Court District. Truancy cases formerly went through the Truancy 
Court in Outagamie County, which was the result of an agreement between the Court and the 
Appleton Area School District. When the agreement was put in place, there was a noble goal of 
effectively addressing habitual truancy issues in an innovative way, bringing multiple jurisdictions 
together to reduce the problem and making sure that every student was attending school and 
succeeding. 
  
However, numerous complaints surfaced regarding the operation of the truancy court, and I want to 
commend the Appleton Area School District, its leadership and the School Board, for investigating 
the complaints, for addressing the complaints raised to them, and ultimately ending the truancy 
court. I also want to thank the 8th Court District for its work to end the program. 
  
While work is needed at the local level, and perhaps the state level, to revamp the truancy system to 
make sure that habitually truant students are in school, that underlying problems are addressed to get 
them back in the classroom, and that the students are treated respectfully and fairly; there is a simple 
step that the Legislature can take to help make sure that some of the complaints and issues do not 
happen again. 
  
One simple thing that we can do right away, is to address that complaint that the students were 
ordered to participate in GPS monitoring by the court, in spite of the fact that GPS monitoring for 
truancy offenses is not allowed under the existing statutes. 
 
Current law specifies which offenses can be subject to GPS monitoring orders by the courts. 
Habitual truancy is not one of those offenses. This bill codifies in statute that GPS monitoring may 
not be ordered in truancy cases. This bill will help to ensure that GPS monitoring is not ordered in 
any truancy cases in the future. 
  
Attached is a copy of LRB 1058/1/1, if you would like to be added as a co-sponsor to this bill 
please respond to this email or call Rep. Stuck’s office at 6-3070 by Monday, February 18th at 5pm. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill prohibits a municipal court or court assigned to exercise jurisdiction under the Juvenile 
Justice Code (juvenile court) from ordering the use of electronic monitoring for children in truancy 
cases. Under current law, a municipality may adopt an ordinance that prohibits a child from being 
absent from school without an acceptable excuse for part or all of any day (truancy) or for part or all 
of five or more days (habitual truancy) on which school is held during a school semester and from 
dropping out of school. Current law prescribes the dispositional orders that may be authorized 
under these ordinances and the sanctions that a court may impose for a violation of a court order. 
This bill prohibits a municipality from authorizing the use of electronic monitoring of a child as a 
disposition for a truancy, habitual truancy, or dropout case and prohibits a court from imposing 



electronic monitoring as a part of a disposition or sanction in a truancy, habitual truancy, or dropout 
case. 
 


