
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 

 
FROM:            Representative Gundrum and Senator Olsen 

  
DATE:             Monday, March 18, 2019 
 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB-1054/1 & LRB-2477/1 relating to the method for 
providing notice of a special meeting of a school board 
 
DEADLINE:    Monday, April 1, 2019 at Noon 

  

 
  

LRB-1054/LRB-2477 modernizes and simplifies the procedure a school district clerk or 
school district president must follow to call school board members to a special meeting. 
  
Under current law, the school district clerk or school district president must provide notice 
by either personally delivering written correspondence to each school board member or 
sending a notice by first class mail to each member's place of residence. 
  
The bill replaces this outmoded provision with a requirement that notice be given to school 
board members in a manner likely to give each member notice of the meeting (e.g., an 
email, text, or phone call). The requirement for at least 24 hours of advance notice to be 
provided to members is left unchanged. However, the bill provides a narrow exception for 
an emergency meeting, where at least two hours of notice is required, similar to 
Wisconsin's open meetings law (s. 19.84(3), Stats.), as long as good cause is shown by the 
school district clerk or school district president. 
  
Finally, the bill clarifies that the school district clerk, or in the clerk's absence, the school 
district president is responsible for determining the specific date, time, and place of a 
special meeting. 
  
This bill largely mirrors the changes that were applied to city councils through 2017 
Wisconsin Act 50 (Assembly Bill 145). 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or contact 
Representative Gundrum's office at 4-8486 or contact Senator Olsen's office at 6-0751 no 
later than Monday, April 1, 2019 at Noon. All co-sponsors will be added to the Assembly and 
Senate versions of the legislation unless specified otherwise. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  



Under current law, the clerk of a school district (other than a first class city school district) 
or, in the clerk's absence, the president of the school district must notify each school board member 
in writing of the time and place of a special meeting of the school board at least 24 hours before the 
meeting. Currently, the notice must be delivered personally to each school board member or left at 
or mailed by first class mail to the member's usual place of abode. 

This bill makes the following changes to the requirements for providing notice of a special 
meeting of a school board: 

1. The bill requires a school district clerk or, in the clerk's absence, the school district's 
president to notify each school board member of the meeting in a manner likely to give the member 
notice of the meeting. 

2. The bill specifies that the date, time, and place for the meeting must be set by the clerk of 
a school district or, in the clerk's absence, the president of the school district. 

3. The bill provides that, if a school district clerk or, in the clerk's absence, the school 
district's president determines that providing notice at least 24 hours before the meeting is, for 
good cause shown by the clerk or president, impossible or impractical, the clerk or president may 
notify each school board member of the date, time, and place of the meeting less than 24 hours, but 
not less than 2 hours, before the meeting. 
 


