
To:                   All Legislators 

  

From:              Senator Devin LeMahieu 

                        Representatives Paul Tittl and Tyler Vorpagel 
  
Re:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 1041/1 – Uniform Prize Mailers Exemption 
  

DEADLINE: Friday, May 10 at 5:00PM            
  
Wisconsin law currently requires a prize mailer to list the odds for receiving a prize in the 

"immediate proximity" of each prize listing, even if the prize is given to anyone who 

responds.  For example, if a prize mailer offers a free coffee mug to anyone who sends in a 

response reform, the mailer is technically required to include a statement of odds (such as 

"Odds:  One coffee mug for every one respondent") right next to the offer.  Current law allows 

the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to determine what constitutes 

"immediate proximity." 

  
This legislation adds an exemption to state law to clarify that a uniformly distributed prize is not 

required to state the odds of receiving it.  The bill makes other reasonable changes to notices of 

eligibility to receive a prize, such as removing the "immediate proximity" requirement. 
  

LRB 1041 still requires the odds for a prize to be displayed in 10-point font on the first page of a 

prize notice.  In addition, nothing in the bill impacts Wisconsin state law regarding fraudulent 

representations.  A business is still prohibited from making "untrue, deceptive, or misleading" 

advertisements.  The fine can range from $50 to $200 for each unlawful mailer. 

  
This bill draft is identical to 2017 Senate Bill 808.  Last session, LRB 1041 passed out of the 

Senate Committee on Government Operations, Technology and Consumer Protection with a vote 

of 5-0.  The bill was introduced too late into the session to be taken up by both houses of the 

legislature. This session, the bill is supported by the Wisconsin Automobile and Truck Dealers 

Association. 
  
This bill creates clearer requirements for prize mailers while still maintaining strong protections 

for consumers. 
  
To cosponsor LRB 1041/1, please reply to this e-mail or call Erin in Sen. LeMahieu's office (#6-

2056) or Steve in Rep. Tittl's office (#6-0315).  Cosponsors will be added to both the Senate and 

Assembly versions unless otherwise requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill eliminates several requirements and prohibitions that apply to a person who 

represents that an individual has been selected or may be eligible to receive a prize.  Under 

current law, a person who represents to an individual that the individual has been selected or may 

be eligible to receive a prize is prohibited from requesting or accepting payment from the 

individual before the individual receives a written prize notice that contains certain information, 

such as the verifiable retail value of the prize, the odds of receiving the prize, and a description 



of any requirement for the individual to view or hear a sales presentation in order to claim the 

prize.  This bill exempts a person who represents that a uniform prize will be delivered to each 

individual who responds and satisfies conditions described in the representation from that 

prohibition and those requirements. 
The bill also makes the following changes regarding prize notices: 
1.  Eliminates the prohibition under current law against placing on an envelope 

containing a prize notice a representation that the addressee of the envelope has been selected or 

may be eligible to receive a prize. 
2.  Provides that the verifiable retail value of a prize and the odds of receiving a prize 

must be stated on the first page of a prize notice.  Current law requires the verifiable retail value 

and odds of receiving a prize to be stated in the immediate proximity of each place that the prize 

appears throughout a prize notice. 

3.  Eliminates the requirement under current law that the odds of receiving a prize be 

stated in the form of the number of prizes awarded out of the total number of prize notices 

distributed. 

4.  Also eliminates the requirement that a description of a restriction that applies to a 

prize and a description of a limitation on eligibility for a prize be stated by using boldface type in 

a prize notice. 
  

 


