
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative Lisa Subeck, Senator Fred Risser 
  
DATE: July 26th, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB−1027 Relating to: storage of firearms in retail facility when unattended. 
  
DEADLINE: Friday August 9, by 5pm. 
  
Today, I am circulating five bills as part of a "Safe Storage for Gun Safety" package. This bill is one piece 

of this package of legislation to keep guns out of the hands of those who should not possess them. 
  
Gun violence plagues our nation, posing a serious public health and public safety crisis. As legislators, we 

have a responsibility to enact common sense safety reforms to prevent gun violence in our state. 
  
In October of 2017, a criminal drove a stolen vehicle into the front window of a Cross Plains gun shop in 

the middle of the night, breaking down the entry and getting away with several firearms. The firearms 

were not secured inside the store, making it possible for the criminal to simply grab them and get out 

quickly and without impediment. In April of 2017, a Janesville gun shop was robbed of 18 guns and 2 

silencers by an individual who smashed a glass door to gain entry. In these instances and others in the 

state, criminals have been able to smash glass cases to collect handguns and simply gather rifles up from 

unsecured display racks. 
  
The Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) recently released their 

Summary of Firearms Reported Lost or Stolen from Federally Firearm Licensees for 2018. 16,625 

firearms were reported lost or stolen from federally licensed dealers last year, averaging 45 guns per day. 
  
Currently in Wisconsin, there are no requirements that firearms be secure while a gun shop is closed or 

unattended. LRB-1027 would require that when the business is unattended, firearms must be secured in a 

safe, locked steel gun cabinet, or vault; in a steel-framed display case with specified reinforcements; with 

a hardened steel rod or cable; in a windowless, internal room that is equipped with a steel security door; 

or behind a steel roll-down door or security gate. These measures would prevent criminals who break into 

a gun store from simply walking off with as many handguns and rifles they can carry. 
  
Local law enforcement were consulted in the drafting of this bill and support the legislation. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-1027/1, please respond to this email or call Rep. Subeck's office at 

266-7521 by 5pm on Friday, August 9. All co-sponsors will be added to both the Senate and Assembly 

versions of the bill unless specified otherwise. 
  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires that a retail business that sells firearms must secure all firearms when the business is 

unattended. Under the bill, the firearms must be secured in one of the following ways: in a locked 

fireproof safe, locked steel gun cabinet, or vault; in a steel-framed display case with specified 

reinforcements; with a hardened steel rod or cable; in a windowless, internal room that is equipped with a 

steel security door; or behind a steel roll-down door or security gate. 
 


