
To: All Legislative Colleagues           

From: Representatives Jeff Mursau and Senator Patrick Testin 

Re: LRB 0977/1 – Creating tax credits for volunteer emergency responders 

Deadline: March 15, 2019 

Wisconsin's communities greatly depend on volunteers to provide firefighting and emergency 

services, and there is a great need to retain their life saving support and 

dedication.  Approximately 80% of firefighters are volunteers, which saves local governments 

100's of millions of dollars per year.  

We do not have the resources to provide full-time career staffing throughout the state, and 

volunteering is a big commitment.  Volunteers engage in training like paid staff, spending many 

hours away from home and at times even having to fund the training on their own.  Some 

volunteers must even buy their own equipment and incur expenses just to respond to an 

emergency call.  Simply, volunteers too frequently pay to volunteer in order to put their life on 

the line to save yours.  

It is critical that we recognize this commitment and create incentives to retain and recruit the life, 

property, community development, and money saving roles that volunteers play on a daily 

basis.  If we lose our volunteers, we leave our residents and area businesses vulnerable to 

diminished public safety and major economic losses.  

This bill creates two nonrefundable individual income tax credits for volunteer fire fighters, 

emergency medical responders, and emergency medical services practitioners. 

The first allows an individual to claim a credit for the time spent on active duty, in training 

exercises, or in class completing coursework to improve their skills or obtain or maintain 

certification. 

The second credit can be applied to the volunteer's cost for purchasing gear and equipment, plus 

an amount to reimburse them for using a personal vehicle to attend training. 

The maximum amount an individual can claim is $1000 for the first credit, and $400 for the 

second.  These amounts can be doubled if an individual serves as a volunteer for more than one 

of these volunteer positions.  The credits are only available to full-year Wisconsin residents. 

These measures will help retain and attract new members to the volunteer departments.  Please 

let us know if you'd like to cosponsor these bills.  You can email or call Rep. Mursau's office (6-

3780) or Sentator Testin's (6-3123) to add your name.  

  

 


