
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative Lisa Subeck, Senator Lena Taylor 
  
DATE: July 26, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB−0975 Relating to: a requirement to report lost or stolen firearms and 

providing criminal penalties. 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, August 9 by 5pm. 
  
  
Today, I am circulating five bills as part of a "Safe Storage for Gun Safety" package. This bill is one piece 

of this package of legislation to keep guns out of the hands of those who should not possess them. 
  
Gun violence plagues our nation, posing a serious public health and public safety crisis. As legislators, we 

have a responsibility to enact common sense safety reforms to prevent gun violence in our state. 
  
Much of this gun violence occurs when legally owned guns get into the hands of the wrong people. For 

example, the U.S. Secret Service and U.S. Department of Education published a study examining 37 

school shootings from 1974-2000.  That study found that in more than 65% of the cases, the attacker got 

the gun from his or her own home or that of a relative. More recently, the shooter in the 2012 Sandy Hook 

Elementary School shooting used guns belonging to his mother. 
  
Lost and stolen firearms also present a significant risk, as according to a 2012 United States Department 

of Justice Report, "Those that steal firearms commit violent crimes with stolen guns, transfer stolen 

firearms to others who commit crimes, and create an unregulated secondary market for those who are 

prohibited by law from possessing a gun." The same Department of Justice report indicates that of 1,944 

firearms reported lost or stolen in Wisconsin in 2012, 1,882 of those firearms were stolen. Only 157 of 

those thefts were from Federal Firearms Licensees (FFL), meaning the vast majority of stolen firearms 

were the result of thefts or burglaries from individual gun owners. This number is likely even higher, 

according to the DOJ, because of the number of firearms lost or stolen from individuals other than FFLs 

that may go unreported. 
  
Many guns that are lost or stolen end up being used to commit subsequent crimes. The U.S. Department 

of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics report found that 1.4 million firearms were stolen across the country 

from 2005 through 2010. The report also found that the vast majority, at least 80 percent, were never 

recovered. 
  
Not only do we have a problem with intentional gun violence when guns end up in the hands of those 

determined to cause harm, but too often we see the tragedies that result from unintentional shootings, 

particularly when children get a hold of guns. Using data from the Center for Disease Control, the Brady 

Campaign determined 16,428 people are shot unintentionally every year and 544 are killed 

unintentionally. Between 2007 and 2011, an average of 62 children age 14 and under were accidentally 

shot and killed each year. 
  
It is imperative that we keep guns out of the hands of children and out of the hands of individuals 

intending to do harm. I am introducing a "Safe Storage for Gun Safety" package of bills to address the 

serious problems that occur when guns end up in the hands of those who should not use them. 
  



Please consider co-sponsoring LRB-0975, part of the "Safe Storage for Gun Safety" package, which 

would require lost or stolen firearms within 24 hours of discovering they are lost or stolen. This 

legislation enables law enforcement to trace guns more effectively and makes the successful prosecution 

of users of stolen guns more likely. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0975, please respond to this email or call Rep. Subeck's office at 

266-7521 by 5pm on Friday, August 9. All co-sponsors will be added to both the Assembly and Senate 

versions of the bill unless specified otherwise. 
  
  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Under this bill, a person who owns a firearm that is stolen or missing must report the theft or loss to a law 

enforcement agency within 24 hours of discovering the theft or loss. A person who violates this 

requirement is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for a first offense and guilty of a Class I felony for a 

second or subsequent offense. A person who falsely reports a stolen or lost firearm is guilty of the 

current-law crime of obstructing an officer and is subject to a fine of up to $10,000 or a sentence of 

imprisonment of up to nine months, or both. 
  
This bill also requires a person who commercially sells or transfers a firearm to provide the purchaser or 

transferee a written notice of the requirement, created in this bill, to report a theft or loss of a firearm 

within 24 hours of discovering it. A seller or transferor who violates this requirement is subject to a fine 

of up to $500 or imprisonment for up to 30 days, or both. 
  
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint Review 

Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


