
To: Legislative Colleagues 

From: Rep. Pat Snyder 

Senator Jerry Petrowski 

Date: April 25, 2019 

RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 0971/1 relating to requiring a statement relating to food allergies on 

menus at retail food establishments 

Deadline: Friday, May 3rd, 2019 

LRB 0971 is part of a two bill package that would improve awareness of food allergies; increase 

safety for those with food allergies; and reduce critical incident risk for restaurant owners. 

Food allergies are serious, sometimes life threatening conditions that impact an estimated 32 

million Americans, including 4-6% of children. A food allergy, distinctly separate from a food 

intolerance, occurs when the body has an immune response to a food, similar to the body's 

response to germs. Symptoms of food allergies may be mild, such as red and itchy skin, stuffy 

nose, and watery eyes; however, severe reactions may include vomiting, swelling of the throat, 

trouble breathing, loss of consciousness, and, in the most severe cases, death. 

It is estimated by the Food and Drug Administration that food allergies cause 30,000 emergency 

room visits, 2,000 hospitalizations, and 150 deaths each year in the United States, costing 

millions in health care. Additionally, food allergies are now the leading cause of anaphylaxis in 

community health settings. Research indicates this problem is only going to get worse; between 

1997 and 2007, food allergies among kids increased by 18%, making it imperative that we 

address the situation sooner than later. 

While there is no cure for food allergies, the impact that they have on our citizens and 

community response systems can be partially mitigated through better education and awareness, 

which is why LRB 0970 and 0971 are critical. 

LRB 0971 would require certain retail food establishments to include a statement on their menu 

saying "Before placing your order, please inform your server if a person in your party has a food 

allergy." Over 160 foods have been known to cause an allergic reaction, and as restaurants 

become more unique and creative with their menu items and menu design, it has become harder 

for those with food allergies to decipher what menu items may contain an allergen. By seeking 

information on the customer's needs before meal preparation, restaurants and their customers will 

avoid critical situations caused by food allergies. 

  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 0971, please contact Rep. Snyder's office at 266-0654 or 

Sen. Petrowski's office at 266-2502 by 5:00PM on May 3rd. 

 


