
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

DATE: 01/24/2019 
  
TO: Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM: Rep. Cody Horlacher, Rep. Gary Hebl 

               Sen. Van Wanggaard, Sen. André Jacque 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0947/1 relating to: allowing district attorneys, deputy district 

attorneys, and assistant district attorneys to engage in the private practice of law for certain civil 

purposes. 

  

DEADLINE: Friday, February 1st, 2019 
  

This bill simply allows district attorneys, deputy district attorneys, and assistant district attorneys 

to provide legal services to a person of limited means or to an organization on a pro-bono basis 

and as long as the services are not a conflict of interest to their position. Under current law this is 

not allowed. 

  
For example, if a district attorney was asked to assist with a legal question for a civic 

organization that he or she was a member of they would not be allowed to do so under current 

law. This bill would allow them to do so, only if they would like to. This legislation does not 

require any of the named individuals to engage in pro-bono activities, it simply allows them to 

do so if they would like to. 

  
This legislation was drafted in consultation with members of the 2016 Study Committee on 

Access to Civil Legal Services as part of the ongoing effort to address the complex civil legal 

needs of communities across the state. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Anna in Rep. Horlacher's 

office (6-5715) by 5pm on Friday, February 1st. Co-sponsors will be added to both the 

Assembly and Senate bills unless otherwise requested. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under current law, a full-time district attorney, deputy district attorney, or assistant 

district attorney generally may not engage in the private practice of law. Current law provides 

an exception that allows the attorney to complete work in a civil case with which he or she was 

involved before taking office, so long as that work is not in conflict with any interests of the 

district attorney's county. 
  

This bill creates another exception so that a full-time district attorney, deputy district 

attorney, or assistant district attorney may also provide legal services to a person of limited 

means or to a charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental, or educational organization 



if the attorney provides the services without fee and the services are not in conflict with the 

interests of the district attorney's county 
 


