
Co-Sponsorship Memorandum 

  

To:                  All Legislators 
  
From:             Rep. Mike Kuglitsch, Rep. Cindi Duchow, and Sen. Dale Kooyenga 
            
Date:               March 15, 2019 

  
Re:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 0902 – the operation of electronic foot scooters. 
  
Deadline:        5pm on March 26, 2019 
  

  

Under current law, Wisconsin does not govern electric scooters.  Under this bill, the use of 

electric scooters is legal on Wisconsin roads and a local municipality can pass an ordinance 

allowing businesses to offer rentable scooters to the public. The local municipality can then 

detail specific requirements, such as parking or sidewalk limitations, necessary to operate in that 

jurisdiction. By providing more control to the local government, each municipality can make the 

decisions that work best for their locale.  

The bill provides further clarity by defining an electric scooter as a device weighing less than 

100 pounds that (i) has handlebars and an electric motor, (ii) is solely powered by the electric 

motor and/or human power, and (iii) has a maximum speed of no more than 20 mph on a paved 

level surface when powered solely by the electric motor.  An "electric scooter" does not include 

an electric bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, motorcycle, motor bicycle, or 

moped. 

By providing clarity for a rapidly growing industry, we empower our local governments to make 

the decisions that best fit their community while attracting startup companies to Wisconsin. 

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 0902, please contact Rep. Kuglitsch's office 267-5158 or 

Sen. Kooyenga's office at 266-2512 no later than Tuesday, March 26th at 5pm.  All co-sponsors 

will be added to the companion unless otherwise requested. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill authorizes the use of electronic foot scooters on highways.  Under the bill, an 
electronic foot scooter is defined as "a device weighing less than 100 pounds that has 2 or 3 
wheels, handlebars, and a floorboard that can be stood upon while the device is being 
operated and that is powered solely by an electric motor capable of propelling the device, 
with or without human propulsion, at a speed of not more than 20 miles per hour on a 
paved, level surface."  The bill authorizes electronic foot scooters to be used on certain 
highways subject to the same requirements as apply under current law to electric personal 
assistive mobility devices (EPAMDs). 
More specifically, this bill provides the following: 
1.    Electronic foot scooters are exempt from vehicle registration by the Department of 

Transportation. 



2.    Operators of electronic foot scooters must observe many of the rules of the road. 
Operators who violate the applicable rules of the road are subject to the same penalties 
as those that apply to violations committed while operating an EPAMD. 

3.    Electronic foot scooters may be operated on most roadways, sidewalks, bicycle lanes, 
and bicycle ways. However, a local highway authority may by ordinance regulate the 
rental and operation of electronic foot scooters. 

4.    Electronic foot scooters must satisfy the same equipment requirements as EPAMDs, 
including lighting and brake requirements. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


