
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
DATE:           1/24/2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  

FROM:           Senator Darling and Representatives Rohrkaste and Kolste 
  
RE:     Co-sponsorship of LRB-0895/1 relating to: dispensing, distributing, or selling 

dialysate, drugs, or devices necessary for providing home peritoneal kidney dialysis. 
  

DEADLINE:  February 7, 2019 

This bill exempts a distribution center of home kidney peritoneal dialysis solution and devices from being 

registered as a fully licensed pharmacy. 
  
Current law requires distribution centers to be registered as fully licensed pharmacies because they deliver 

their products directly to patients' homes.  Distribution centers must comply with all the regulations of a 

full retail pharmacy like CVS despite providing substantially different products.  This bill exempts 

distribution centers from the requirement to obtain a pharmacist license if the following circumstances are 

met: 
1.       The drugs are in their original, sealed packaging from the manufacturing facility. 
2.       Dispensing only occurs after the receipt of a prescription issued by a licensed physician. 
3.       Delivery is only made directly to a patient with end-stage renal disease. 

  
End-stage renal disease patients receive monthly home shipments of supplies to perform dialysis. The 

shipments include dialysis solutions made up of sugar water or icodextrin, a water-soluble starch, and 

plastic tubing sets. The solutions are manufactured and packaged at the manufacturing facility under the 

jurisdiction, inspection and supervision of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Once manufactured, 

dialysis solutions are not mixed or compounded prior to delivery to the home patient, nor are the boxes 

opened.  Distribution centers then send this pre-packaged shipment to patients.  
  
This bill helps cut the red tape that increases the cost of healthcare for patients.  This common sense 

reform will increase access to healthcare by removing unnecessary burdens that exist between the patient, 

their doctor, and their medicine. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Rachel Keith in Senator Darling's 

office at 6-5830 or Matt in Representative Rohrkaste's office at 6-5719 by 4 PM on Thursday, 

February 7.  Cosponsors will be added to both the Assembly and Senate bills unless otherwise 

requested. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill exempts persons dispensing, distributing, or selling dialysate, drugs, or devices necessary for 

providing home peritoneal kidney dialysis to a patient with end-stage renal disease from being required to 

obtain a pharmacist license. The exemption granted under the bill is subject to certain requirements, as 

detailed in the bill, including the following: 1) the dialysate, drugs, or devices are delivered in their 

original, sealed packaging from the manufacturing facility; 2) dispensing occurs only based on receipt of 

a prescription order issued by a licensed physician; and 3) delivery is made only to a patient with end-



stage renal disease, the patient's designee, or a health care provider for administration or delivery to a 

patient. 
 


