
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
To: All Legislators 
  
From: Rep. Staush Gruszynski and Sen. LaTonya Johnson 
  
Date: August 1, 2019 
  
Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0892/1 relating to: creating a nonrefundable individual and corporate 
income and franchise tax credit for costs paid to eliminate exposure to a lead hazard in a dwelling. 
  
Deadline: August 9, 2019 at 5:00pm 

  
As we all know, childhood lead poisoning is a dangerous and ongoing health issue in communities across 
Wisconsin. Whether in an urban, suburban, or rural part of the state, any home or apartment building 
built before 1950 runs a significant risk of being contaminated by lead paint or pipes. Exposure to lead, 
through paint chips, dust, or contaminated drinking water, can severely affect the mental and physical 
development of young children, leading to educational and behavioral difficulties later in life. 
  
Despite being aware of the hazards associated with lead in older properties, many property owners lack 
the means or incentive to address this long term problem. This bill seeks to remove some of those 
barriers by creating a non-refundable income tax credit, up to $1,500 per dwelling unit, to permanently 
eliminate a lead hazard in a dwelling or residential condominium unit in this state 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0892/1, please reply to this email or call Rep. Gruszynski's 
office at 6-0616 or Sen. Johnson's office at 6-2500 by August 9, 2019 at 5:00pm. 
  

 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 

This bill creates a nonrefundable individual income tax credit and a corporate income and 
franchise tax credit for costs paid to eliminate a lead hazard in a dwelling or residential condominium 
unit in this state (residence). 

Under this bill, an owner of a residence may claim a credit for all costs paid, up to $1,500 per 
dwelling unit, to permanently eliminate a lead hazard in a residence. A dwelling may contain more than 
one dwelling unit.  To claim the credit, a claimant must meet all of the following conditions: 

1.  A certified professional must investigate the residence and determine that a lead hazard 
exists. 

2.  The lead hazard abatement activities in the residence must be conducted in accordance with 
rules promulgated by the Department of Health Services. 

3.  A certified professional must do one or both of the following:  1) issue a certificate confirming 
that the residence is free from lead-bearing paint on the date of the inspection; or 2) execute a 
document certifying that the lead hazard abatement activities permanently eliminated all lead hazards 
in the residence. 

At the option of the owner, the owner may, at the same time the owner remediates lead 
hazards in a residence, also remediate any lead hazards present in the residence's utility service 
connections and claim a credit for those costs. 



The credit is nonrefundable, meaning that it may be claimed only up to the amount of a 
taxpayer's income or franchise tax liability. If the amount of the credit for which a claimant is eligible 
exceeds the claimant's tax liability, the claimant may carry forward the excess credit amount for up to 
the following seven taxable years. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 

  
 


