
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMO 
DATE:                    Thursday, September 26, 2019 
TO:                         All legislators 
FROM:                  Rep. Dave Considine 
RE:                          LRB-0853/1 relating to: order of testimony at public hearings 
DEADLINE:          Tuesday, October 8 at 5:00PM 
  
I am reintroducing LRB-0853/1 to help make our state government more accessible and open to the 
people we serve. This is a simple resolution that I also introduced last session. It would apply only to the 
Assembly rules (not the Senate or Joint rules). 
  
As state legislators, it is our duty to listen to our constituents. As committee members, it is our duty to 
listen to those who testify before us whether they are in our districts or not. Many times, I have seen 
the citizens we represent, including members of local government, sit in committee hearings for hours 
on end waiting to make their voices heard, while paid lobbyists and state officials are called to speak 
right away. For people with jobs, children, a disability, or any number of other commitments, traveling 
to Madison to wait for hours with no indication of when they might be able to speak is a significant and 
unfair burden. We are a government of, by, and for the people and we should operate that way. 
  
This resolution would amend the Assembly rules to specify that at a public hearing, speakers would 
testify in the following order: 

1.       The author(s) of the proposal being heard 
2.       Members of the public and/or local government officials. If a lobbyist is accompanying this 
group, they would testify after the people they are accompanying. 
3.       Registered lobbyists and/or state government officials (i.e., those of us who are being paid 
to be there) 

  
To co-sponsor LRB-0853/1, reply to this email or call Rep. Considine’s office (6-7746) 
before 5:00PM on Tuesday, October 8. 
  
Please see the attached copy of the resolution or the analysis below for more information. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

The resolution amends the assembly rules to provide that testimony at any public hearing must be 
received in the following order: if the public hearing is on a proposal, the author or authors of a 
proposal; members of the public or local government officials; and individuals registered as lobbyists or 
state government officials. 
  
 


