
 
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
  
FROM:           Representatives Jimmy Anderson and David Crowley 

  
DATE:            February 5, 2020 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0834/1 relating to: grants to provide legal 
services to tenants in eviction actions, granting rule-making authority, and making 
an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE:   Friday, February 14th at 5:00pm 

  
According to The Milwaukee Area Renters Study, an original survey of roughly 1,100 renters 

that took place between 2009 and 2011, nearly half (48 percent) of all recorded forced moves 

were informal evictions. An informal eviction means no court action took place, and no court 

action means no due process of law. 
  
Few things are more frightening than being threatened with losing one’s home. Wisconsin 

citizens who work diligently to support their families and are left with little disposable income 

often lack the means to hire an eviction lawyer. They have no way of effectively defending 

themselves in court, and are ultimately forced to decide between spending more than they can 

afford on an attorney or being unjustly removed from their homes. 
  

This bill will establish a grant program to provide legal services for low-income tenants facing 

eviction and for those who allege they are being wrongfully evicted. We cannot allow our most 

vulnerable neighbors to be removed from their homes without due process of law, only to 

exacerbate the problems of homelessness, poverty, and residential instability. Wisconsin citizens 

deserve the right to protect the place they call home from being unjustly taken. 
  

A copy of the bill is attached to this email. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor, please reply to this e-mail. 
  
Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: Friday, February 14th at 5:00pm 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill requires the Department of Administration to establish a grant program to provide funds 

to attorneys to provide legal services for low-income tenants in eviction actions or in actions in 

which the tenant alleges he or she was wrongfully evicted. Under the bill, the grant moneys may 

only be used to provide legal services to a tenant whose family has an income at or below 200 

percent of the federal poverty line. 
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