
 
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
  
FROM:           Representatives Jimmy Anderson and David Crowley 

  
DATE:            February 5th, 2020 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0833/1 relating to: rent abatement for tenants 
and requiring the exercise of rule-making authority 
  
DEADLINE:   Friday, February 14th at 5:00pm 

  
Every person deserves the right to a well-functioning, safe place to live. Leased properties can 

put someone in a precarious position, however, as it’s impossible to discover every detail about a 

property before committing to it. If one discovers a health hazard or significant damage to their 

leased property after already being legally bound to pay its rent, the process of getting out of the 

lease entirely would be grueling and time-consuming. 
  
To ensure fairness for the renter, current law indicates that tenants are generally entitled to abate 

rent when the rented property is damaged or has a condition that is hazardous to their health or 

safety. Yet, there are zero corresponding rules under the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and 

Consumer Protection on exactly what a tenant is entitled to for each corresponding issue. 
  

This bill requires the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection to promulgate 

rules that specify how much money a tenant is entitled to for any given damaged or dangerous 

item on the property. Having these rules in place will both ease the caseload for Wisconsin court 

systems, as well as ensure that tenants receive the full abatement they deserve. 
  
A copy of the bill is attached to this email. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor, please reply to this e-mail. 
  
Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: Friday, February 14th at 5:00pm 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, generally, if a leased property is damaged or has a condition that is 

hazardous to the health or safety of the tenant, the tenant is entitled to abate rent to the extent that 

the tenant is deprived of the full normal use of the leased property. This bill requires the 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to promulgate rules that specify 

items for which a tenant may be entitled to rent abatement and the amount of abatement a tenant 

would be entitled to for each item. 
  
 


