
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

  

TO:                 All Legislators 

FROM:           Senator Janet Bewley & Representative Nick Milroy 

DATE:           February 8, 2019 

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB 0808/1: Local Exposition District for Superior 

  

  

We are seeking your support to create an exposition district in the City of Superior.  LRB 0808/1 

will provide the City of Superior with new tools to help them spur economic development and 

tourism in their community without any assistance from the state.  Under the bill, a district 

created by the City of Superior may impose and collect a food and beverage tax, and may impose 

and collect a room tax at a maximum rate of 2 percent if the exposition district is approved by 

local voters in a general election (spring or fall) referendum.    

  

LRB 0808/1 is a redraft of 2018 Senate Bill 727, last session's bipartisan effort to support 

economic development in Western and Northern Wisconsin.  SB 727 went through many twists 

and turns and initially included Eau Claire because they expressed interest in potentially using an 

expo district approach.  Ultimately, Eau Claire stakeholders were not fully aligned on the expo 

district concept and asked to be removed from the bill.  Former Senator Moulton continued 

working on the bill and helped draft amendments that incorporated suggestions from interested 

stakeholders.  With those changes, SB 727 passed the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Small 

Business and Tourism with a strong 8-1 bipartisan vote. 

  

Superior voters overwhelmingly approved a referendum on the creation of an exposition district 

with75.5% of support in the November 2016 election.  Nearly 82% of eligible voters in the City 

of Superior cast ballots in November 2016 presidential election. The exposition district 

campaign, Better City Superior, was transparent about the development that could occur, the 

additional taxes that would necessary to support district and the wording of the referendum was 

clear and unambiguous.     

  

LRB 0808/1 does not include a tax on local rental cars. 

  

If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this legislation please reply to this e-mail or 

call Senator Bewley's office at 266-3510 or Representative Milroy's office at 266-0640 by 

February 21, 2019. 

 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

Generally, under current law, a city, village, town, or county may create a local exposition 

district, either singly or with another political subdivision. A local exposition district is a unit of 

government that is separate from the political subdivision that creates it and has powers related 

to creating and operating an exposition center that is used for conventions, expositions, artistic 

and cultural events, and other cultural or commercial activities, but not primarily for recreational 



or sporting activities. This bill makes changes to the local exposition district law that apply only 

to future districts created by the City of Superior. 

  

Under the bill, a future exposition district that is created by the City of Superior is not covered by 

the legislative finding that the provision of public funding and other assistance from the state and 

from local units of government to assist in the development and construction of sports and 

entertainment facilities serves a statewide public purpose. In addition, the bill changes the 

definition of "exposition center" for such a district to include sporting tournaments as an 

allowable primary purpose of structures that may be owned, operated, or leased by a district and 

to state that an exposition center is intended to be used by transient tourists. 

  

Under the bill, before an enabling resolution adopted by the City of Superior to create an 

exposition district may take effect, it must be approved in a referendum by a majority of the 

electors in the city voting on the resolution, except that if the creation of a district by the City of 

Superior was approved in a referendum that was held in Douglas County in 2016, the referendum 

requirement is considered to be satisfied. 

  

Under the bill, an exposition district created by the City of Superior may impose and collect a 

food and beverage tax and may also impose and collect a room tax at a maximum rate of 2 

percent. The bill provides that the City of Superior may also impose and collect a room tax 

without regard to whether the district imposes a room tax. 

  

The bill prohibits the district from imposing a rental car tax. Finally, the bill requires the district 

to contract with a local tourism entity to promote, advertise, and publicize the exposition center 

and its facilities and related activities. 

  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


