
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Representative Tyler Vorpagel 
  
DATE:            Tuesday, July 30th, 2019 
  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0767/1, Relating to: falsely reporting an emergency and 

providing a penalty 
  
DEADLINE: 5:00PM on Monday, August 12th, 2019 

  
  
As defined in this bill, “swatting” means knowingly falsely reporting to any public safety entity 

that an emergency exists with the intent to elicit a response from an emergency response team. 

Current criminal statutes treat this crime as a misdemeanor, where a violator would receive a 

small fine. This bill would increase that penalty to a Class I felony, lining up swatting penalties 

with the penalties for other more severe false reporting incidents such as bomb threats and 

terrorist threats. Additionally, this bill would also increase that penalty to a Class H felony if the 

violation resulted in physical harm to any person. 
  

There have been a number of known swatting incidents in Wisconsin in recent years, as well as 

at least three in 2019 thus far. Swatting is a waste of police resources, as it sends several police 

cars and emergency personnel to a location where no threat exists. Additionally, swatting poses a 

safety threat to our communities. A swatting incident in Beaver Dam diverted emergency 

resources from a Fox Lake ice rescue in March of 2018 and could have created a deadly 

situation. In late 2017, a deadly situation was created from swatting when authorities in Kansas 

shot and killed Andrew Finch, an innocent victim, when they mistakenly thought he was 

reaching for a weapon. 
  
Some states, including Kansas, New Jersey, and California, have passed legislation increasing 

the penalties for swatting. Higher penalties for swatting can act as a deterrent for potential 

violators and can reduce the frequency of these dangerous stunts, as well as ensure that the 

punishment fits the crime for these unique and knowingly false reporting incidents. 
  
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Vorpagel’s office at 6-8530 by 5:00 

PM on Monday, August 12th. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly version 

unless otherwise specified. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  



Under this bill, it is a Class I felony to engage in the behavior known as “swatting,” 

which means falsely reporting an emergency to a public safety entity, knowing that no 

emergency exists, with the intent to elicit a response from an emergency response team. In 

addition, under this bill, it is a Class H felony to engage in swatting if the incident results in 

physical harm to any person. 
Under current law, certain false emergency reports result in a fine or a misdemeanor 

conviction, depending on the circumstances of the report. A false report of a bomb threat or 

threat to release a harmful substance is a Class I felony, and a false terrorist threat is a Class G 

felony. 
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint 

Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 
  
 


