
CO-SPONSOR MEMORANDUM 
  

  
To:                  All Legislators 
  
From:             Representatives David Steffen and Senator Van Wanggaard 

                          

Re:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0759/1 and LRB 3454/1 
  
Deadline:        June 19th, 2019 at 5:00 pm 
  
In 2015, we introduced bipartisan legislation that provides criminal penalties for individuals who 

intentionally damage or unlawfully enter property of an energy provider. This legislation was 

passed and signed into law as 2015 Wisconsin Act 158. 
  

Under Act 158, any person who intentionally damages property owned, operated, or leased by an 

energy provider and intends to cause substantial interruption of the energy provider's goods or 

services is guilty of a Class H felony. 
  

"Energy provider" is defined under Act 158 as follows: 
  

•         A public utility that is engaged in the production, transmission, delivery, or furnishing of 

heat, power, light, or water or the transmission or delivery of natural gas. 

•         An electric transmission company. 

•         A cooperative association organized for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, 

light, or power for its members. 

•         A wholesale merchant plant. 

•         A decommissioned nuclear power plant. 

  

Inadvertently, Act 158 did not include language covering the energy infrastructure provided by 

the water utilities, oil, petroleum, and renewable fuel industries, leaving a significant portion of 

the energy industry unprotected under the new law. LRB-0759/1 and LRB 3454/1 corrects this 

omission by incorporating and protecting this infrastructure. 
  

LRB-0759/1 and LRB 3454/1 would simply add the underlined language below to the current 

definition of the current statutes: 

  
"Energy provider property" means property that is part of an electric generation, distribution, or 

transmission system or part of an electric, natural gas, oil, petroleum, refined petroleum product, 

renewable fuel, water, or chemical generation, transmission, or distribution system and that is 

owned, leased, or operated by an energy provider." 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Christina in Rep. Steffen's office (6-

5840) or Scott in Sen. Wanggaard's office (6-1832) or reply to this email by June 19th at 5:00 

pm.  

  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, it is a Class H felony to trespass on the property of an energy provider and a 

Class I felony to cause damage to the property of an energy provider if the actor intended to or 

caused an interruption or impairment of services provided by the energy provider.  Under this 

bill, the definition of "energy provider" is expanded to include a company that operates a gas, oil, 

petroleum, refined petroleum product, renewable fuel, or chemical generation, storage 

transportation, or delivery system. Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for 

an existing crime, the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to 

prepare a report. 
  
 


