
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 
                Sen. Lena Taylor 

Rep. James Edming 
  
DATE: February 19, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0739/1, Disabled Veterans and Surviving Spouses Property Tax 
Credit Fairness 

  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 5 at 3:00pm 

  
  
We will be re-introducing legislation to reduce the eligibility threshold for an eligible veteran and 
the unremarried surviving spouse of an eligible veteran to claim the veterans and surviving spouses 
property tax credit under the individual income tax system.  Currently, a veteran must have a 
service-connected disability rating of 100 percent.  Under this bill, a veteran or their surviving 
spouse may claim the credit if the veteran's service-connected disability rating is at least 70 
percent. Under this proposal, the maximum credit that a claimant may claim is multiplied by the 
percentage of the claimant's service-connected disability rating (i.e. a veteran with a 70% service-
connected disability rating may claim a 70% property tax credit). 
  
Identical legislation (2017 AB 436, no senate companion) passed the Assembly Committee on 
Veterans and Military Affairs by a unanimous 14-0 vote last session, with strong support from 
numerous veterans groups who can to testify including the County Veterans Service Officer 
Association of Wisconsin, AMVETS, VFW, American Legion, DAV, Military Order of the Purple Heart, 
Vietnam Veterans of America, the Eau Claire Veterans Council, and former State Senator and 
veterans advocate Dave Zien. 
  
The Wisconsin Disabled Veterans & Surviving Spouses Property Tax Credit provides eligible 
veterans and unremarried, surviving spouses a refundable property tax credit for their primary, in-
state residence and up to one acre of land.  The veteran would have had to been a resident of 
Wisconsin at the time of death for an unremarried spouse to qualify for the benefit.  The Wisconsin 
Department of Veterans Affairs verifies the veteran's eligibility for the program. The credit is 
administered by the Wisconsin Department of Revenue through the state income tax return. 
Claimants who choose to receive the Disabled Veteran credit are unable to receive the WI Renters 
and Homeowners Property Tax Credit.  
  
It is thoroughly appropriate for veterans with serious service-connected disabilities that those 
without a 100% rating should still qualify for significant property tax relief on at least a prorated 
basis to assist them in staying in the homes and communities here in Wisconsin that they 
contribute and have contributed so much toward. For example, combat wounded veterans 
returning from overseas to Wisconsin have received assistance in building a home (or remodeling 
to accommodate their disabilities) from nonprofit groups, only to be challenged in paying their 
property taxes on a fixed income and challenged health because of the improvements and the fact 



that they are ineligible for the Disabled Veterans Tax Credit because their service connected 
disability is only rated at 90% or less by the Federal government. 
This legislation is a common sense way to better meet our ongoing commitment to those who have 
sacrificed and suffered hardship for us. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Tyler Rep. Edming's office at 6-7506 by 5:00pm on Tuesday, 
March 5th. You will be added to both the Assembly and Senate versions unless requested 
otherwise. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill reduces the eligibility threshold for an eligible veteran, the spouse of an eligible veteran, 
and the unremarried surviving spouse of an eligible veteran (claimants) to claim the veterans and 
surviving spouses property tax credit under the individual income tax system. Under the bill, a 
claimant may claim the credit if the claimant's service-connected disability rating is at least 70 
percent. Currently, that rating must be 100 percent. 
  
Under the bill, the maximum credit that a claimant may claim is multiplied by the percentage of the 
claimant's service-connected disability rating. The bill does not affect a claimant who claims the 
credit based on his or her individual unemployability rating. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
 


