
TO:                 All Legislators 

 

FROM:           Senators Jerry Petrowski and Tim Carpenter 
                        Representative Romaine Quinn 
  
DATE:            Monday, June 17, 2019 
  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-0728/1, relating to: Transportation Facilities 

Economic Assistance and Development Program 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, June 28, 2019 at 12:00 PM 
  

Over the last three decades, the Department of Transportation (DOT) has administered the 

transportation facilities economic assistance and development program (TEA) to provide 

financial assistance for road, rail, harbor, and airport improvements necessary for economic 

development projects. TEA provides grant funding for the lesser of 50 percent of the total cost of 

the project, or $5,000 per job created or retained by the project, with matching investment from 

private business and/or local governments. No grant may exceed $1 million. The current biennial 

appropriation for the program is approximately $6.8 million. The attached document provides a 

historical record of projects awarded funding through the TEA program, demonstrating 

consideration of both created and retained jobs for over 30 years. 

  
Last year, following a review of the statutory authorization for this program, DOT found that, 

due to ambiguous phrasing, the law permits grant awards for newly created jobs only. This has 

created confusion and inconsistency with the TEA grant program, and could threaten the future 

of hundreds of existing jobs at Wisconsin businesses that depend upon this funding to improve 

our transportation facilities. 
  

This bill aims to restore TEA grant administration to prior practice and provide greater certainty 

to recipients by explicitly permitting the funds be awarded for both jobs created and retained. 

  
If you have any questions or would like to co-sponsor LRB-0728/1, please reply to this email, 

contact Senator Petrowski’s office at 6-2502, or contact Representative Quinn’s office at 6-2519 

by 12:00 PM on Friday, June 28. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, the Department of Transportation administers a transportation facilities 

economic assistance and development program (TEA).  As part of an economic development 

project under TEA, DOT may improve a highway, airport, or harbor, or provide other assistance 

for the improvement of such transportation facilities or certain rail property or railroad 

tracks.  DOT may also make loans for the improvement of any of these transportation 

facilities.  The state share of costs for the improvement of any transportation facility (grant 

ceiling) may generally not exceed the lesser of 50 percent of the cost of the improvement or 

$5,000 for each job resulting from the improvement or the economic development project. 
  



This bill specifies that both jobs created and jobs retained resulting from the improvement or 

economic development project may be used in setting the grant ceiling. 

  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
 


