
To: All Legislative Colleagues           

From: Representatives Jeff Mursau and Jill Billings 

Senators André Jacque and Patty Schachtner 

Re: LRB 0686/1 – Placement of cigarettes, nicotine products, or tobacco products by retailers 

Deadline: March 8, 2019 

Wisconsin law requires cigarettes to be sold from behind the counter, but other tobacco and 

nicotine products aren't subject to the same regulations.  However, many retailers have chosen to 

voluntarily place all tobacco products behind the counter to prevent theft and deter underage 

persons from possessing these items. 

I'm reintroducing a bill from last session (AB 225/SB 307), which requires that retailers place 

cigarettes, nicotine products, or tobacco products in locations that are inaccessible to customers 

without the assistance of the retailer or clerk, including behind the counter or in a locked case.  

Last session's bill had nearly 50 bipartisan cosponsors and unanimously passed the full Senate, 

but failed to pass the Assembly before the end of session.  This bill is being introduced as 

amended last session, which includes compromises that were reached with various groups, 

including the Cigar Association.  

This bill doesn't apply to a retail location that receives 75% or more of its revenue from sales of 

cigarettes, nicotine products, or tobacco products as long as no person younger than 18 is 

permitted in the store (unless accompanied by a parent/guardian or spouse who is 

18).  Additionally, the bill doesn't apply to products sold from a vending machine. 

We've made great strides reducing the number of tobacco users among youth and adult 

populations, yet the CDC reports that in 2017, about 3.6 million U.S. Middle and High School 

students were using tobacco products and about half were using two or more products and use of 

electronic cigarettes has increased. Preventing youth from starting this habit is not only important 

to their health, but it also impacts our state's economy. The decrease in the adult smoking rate 

alone has saved Wisconsin an estimated $1.4 billion in health care expenditures.  

If you're interested in cosponsoring this legislation, please contact Rep. Mursau's office at 6-3780 

or Senator Jacque's office at 6-3512 or reply to this email by 5pm on March 8th. 

  
 


