
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
                      
FROM:           Rep. Katrina Shankland and Rep. Gary Tauchen 
  
DATE:            Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
  
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 0515/1, relating to: authorized activities of brewers 

and wineries. 
  
  
DEADLINE:   Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
  
  
Under Wisconsin’s three-tiered system, breweries are not required to possess a separate retail 

license to sell the beer that they manufacture. A brewer’s permit allows breweries to both 

manufacture their beer and act as a retailer of their beer at a maximum of two locations – their 

brewery premises and one outside retail location. 
  
However, many Wisconsin breweries also manufacture hard cider under a separate wine permit. 

The 2011-13 budget eliminated the ability for breweries to obtain additional liquor licenses. A 

recent DOJ opinion has relaxed the interpretation of these rules somewhat, but there is no clear 

state-wide standard and unequal enforcement remains. One of the breweries that would benefit 

from this greater statutory clarity is Point Brewery, the third oldest brewery in the country. All 

Wisconsin breweries deserve equal treatment to other breweries that have benefited from being 

grandfathered into the law prior to 2011.   
  
LRB 0515/1 amends Wisconsin law to allow a brewery to retail sell the hard cider they 

manufacture on their brewery premises and at one outside retail location. This legislation 

provides certainty to Wisconsin breweries by allowing them to retail sell hard cider directly 

under their brewer’s permit, without obtaining an additional liquor license, under the following 

circumstances: 
  

•         The brewer must hold both a winery and a brewer’s permit. 
•         The brewer may only retail sell the hard cider that the brewer manufactures under a winery 

permit, and may only do so on its own brewery premises and at one off-site retail outlet. 
•         The brewer may provide free taste samples of hard cider at these two locations. 
•         The bill defines “cider” to mean fermented apple or pear juice with an alcohol content not 

exceeding 7 percent alcohol by volume. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill allows a person that operates a brewery and a winery to sell, and provide free 

taste samples of, the winery's cider at the brewery and the brewer's other retail outlet. 
Under current law, alcohol beverages are generally distributed to consumers under a 

three-tier distribution system:  the producer sells to a wholesaler; the wholesaler sells to a 



retailer; and the retailer sells to a consumer.  With specific exceptions, no person may sell 

outside the three-tier system and no person may sell alcohol beverages to a consumer unless the 

seller possesses a license or permit authorizing the sale. 
Also under current law, the Department of Revenue issues permits to producers of 

alcohol beverages.  A brewer's permit authorizes a brewer to, among other activities, 

manufacture fermented malt beverages (beer) and sell at retail, without a retail license, the 

brewer's own beer and certain other Wisconsin-made beer at the brewery premises and at one 

off-site retail outlet of the brewer.  The brewer may also provide free taste samples of beer at 

these locations.  A winery permit authorizes the winery to, among other activities, manufacture 

wine, including cider.  A winery may also hold one retail license and sell its wine at this licensed 

location without the wine first passing through a wholesaler. 
Under this bill, if a person holds both a winery permit and a brewer's permit, the 

permittee may sell its own cider at retail, without a retail license, at the brewery premises and at 

the brewer's off-site retail outlet.  The permittee may also provide free taste samples of cider at 

these locations.  For purposes of the bill, “cider" means fermented apple or pear juice with an 

alcohol content not exceeding 7 percent alcohol by volume.  The permittee may provide the cider 

directly from the winery to the brewery premises or brewer's off-site retail outlet without the 

cider first passing through a wholesaler. 
  

  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 0515, please reply to this email or call Rep. 

Shankland’s office at 7-9649 by 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 22, 2020.     
 


