
  

TO:             All Legislators 

  

FROM:   Senator Hansen 

                Representative Schraa 

  

DATE:    April 2, 2019           

  

RE:     LRB-0490/1 increasing protections for probation, extended supervision and parole 

and community supervision agents 

  

DEADLINE:  If you would like to be a co-sponsor of this legislation please reply to this 

email by 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 9th. 

  

Working in the supervision of people who have been convicted of committing a crime can be 

dangerous work.  Probation and parole agents have received threats against themselves and their 

families.  An example of this came from a probation and parole agent who said she and her 

family were threatened while she was conducting a face contact at the Fond du Lac County 

jail.  Another probation agent in Appleton recently recounted how an offender he was 

supervising wrote and mailed him a 6-page letter in which he threatened to stalk and kill the 

agent. 

  

In discussing the incident, we learned that state law does not offer these agents the same 

protections as judges, police officers, and district attorneys. 

  

Under current law, intentionally harming or threatening to harm judges, police officers, district 

attorneys, or their family members is guilty of a Class H felony. 

  

Intentionally causing bodily harm to a probation, extended supervision and parole agent, a 

community supervision agent or an aftercare agent is guilty of a Class H felony.  However, 

unlike judges, police officers and district attorneys, a person threatening these agents or their 

families is subject to a lesser felony. 

  

This bill would correct this difference in the law by making it a Class H felony to intentionally 

harm the family member of an agent or threaten to harm the agent or their family.  In doing so, it 

makes the penalties consistent with those related to harming or threatening to harm judges, 

police officers, district attorneys or their families. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, a person who intentionally causes bodily harm to a probation, extended 
supervision, and parole agent; a community supervision agent; or an aftercare agent is guilty of a 
Class H felony.  This bill expands the crime so that intentionally harming a family member of the 
agent, or threatening to harm the agent or a family member of the agent, is also a Class H 
felony.  Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, 
the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a 

report. 
 


