
To:      All Legislators 

  

From: Sen. Robert Cowles 
           Rep. John Spiros  
  
Date:   Friday, January 4, 2019 
  

RE:      Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0477/1 relating to: motor vehicle immobilization devices. 
  
DEADLINE: Monday, January 14, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  
  

While unpaid parking tickets and "The Boot" have been in lockstep with each other for a 

generation, new products have entered the market to immobilize vehicles that provide flexibility 

and services to municipalities, law enforcement, and even parking violators. Under current law, 

there is a definition that requires that an immobilization device be affixed around a wheel. This 

prevents new products that can immobilize a vehicle on the windshield, brakes, or electronically 

instead of around the wheel from being used. 
  

Additionally, new products now can be unlocked remotely through automated or manned 

telephone payment systems and delivered back to the municipality or law enforcement agency by 

the violator, saving manpower and promoting safety. LRB-0477/1 cleans up antiquated statutory 

language to let Wisconsin municipalities utilize these new products to better administer their 

parking enforcement and make it more user-friendly for the parking violator. This legislation 

does nothing to change the manner in which parking enforcement operates nor does it require 

any changes by local governments, but instead is merely a new opportunity for municipalities 

and law enforcement agency to take advantage of new products. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0477/1, please reply to this email or call Jason Mugnaini in 

Sen. Cowles' Office at 6-0484 or Erin Clark in Rep. Spiros' Office at 6-1182 before 5:00 PM on 

Monday, January 14, 2019. All co-sponsors will be added to the companion legislation unless 

requested otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, any municipality or county may enact ordinances prohibiting any 

unregistered motor vehicle from being located upon a highway and governing the 

immobilization, removal, and disposal of unregistered motor vehicles. Current law defines 

"immobilization device" as a device or mechanism that immobilizes a motor vehicle by locking 

around a wheel, thereby making the motor vehicle inoperable. 
This bill applies a definition of "immobilization device" that does not contain a reference 

to a device being locked around a wheel.  The bill also authorizes a county, municipality, or 

university to enter into a contract with a person that authorizes the person to immobilize motor 

vehicles. 
  
 


