
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl 
            Representative Jimmy Anderson 
              Senator Mark Miller 
  
Date:   December 4, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0476/1: the regulation of ferrous metallic mining and related 

activities 
  
DEADLINE:  Wednesday, November 18th by 5pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
We will be re-introducing legislation that would reinstate environmental protections in relation to 

ferrous mining law. The environmental protections were relaxed to entice a single company’s 

business to Wisconsin- a company that has long since abandoned the state. The environmental 

protections are now weakened for no reason. 
  
LRB-0476 would repeal Wisconsin Statute Ch. 295, Subchapter III, which created special, 

relaxed rules for iron mining in Wisconsin. Some of the more destructive provisions of this 

subchapter include: 
  

•         § 295.40 includes a legislative finding which states that when considering a 

mining permit, the DNR should presume that significant adverse impacts to wetlands 

is necessary. Previous code stated that the DNR should presume significant adverse 

impacts to wetlands to be unnecessary. 

•         § 295.75 requires iron mining laws be given priority over other environmental 

laws. 

•         § 295.56 creates loopholes to environmental regulations. 

•         § 295.58(1)(a)(4) contains subjective language on public health and safety. 

•         § 295.51(8) limits the regulation of mining waste. 
  
As the company that these provisions were created for will not be operating in Wisconsin, it’s 

past time to strengthen them again in order to protect Wisconsin’s natural resources. 

The bill has also been updated to protect against pollution. It states that an permit for mining 

sulfide ore may not be issued unless a mining operation can prove that its current operations have 

not resulted in pollution over the last 10 years, or if the mining operation has ceased, has not 

resulted in pollution for 10 years after operations have ceased. This simple requirement will both 

ensure that Wisconsin mining operations be pollution free, as well as allow clean mining 

operations to continue to operate in the state. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Wednesday, December 18th at 5pm. 
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill changes the laws under which the Department of Natural Resources currently regulates 

mining so that the laws are substantially the same as they existed before enactment of 2013 

Wisconsin Act 1, 2013 Wisconsin Act 81, and 2017 Wisconsin Act 134. 
  
Under current law, DNR regulates mining for metallic minerals.  Prior to the enactment of 2013 

Wisconsin Act 1, the laws under which DNR regulated metallic mining applied to mining for 

ferrous and nonferrous minerals.  2013 Wisconsin Act 1 modified the laws regulating metallic 

mining so that they applied to mining for nonferrous minerals only and created new laws for 

regulating mining for ferrous minerals. 
  
Under current law, certain forested land may be designated as managed forest land (MFL) 

under a program administered by DNR.  Under this program, the owner of land designated as 

MFL makes an annual acreage share payment in lieu of property taxes and must open the land 

to the public for certain recreational activities.  The landowner may designate a portion of the 

land as closed to public access and make an additional payment per acre.  2013 Wisconsin Act 

81 generally provided that requirements regarding public access to MFL do not apply to an area 

of land within a certain distance of a proposed iron mining site and required an MFL owner to 

make an additional payment per acre for land located in a proposed ferrous mining site if the 

land is not open to public access. 
  
Prior to 2017 Wisconsin Act 134, activities relating to nonferrous metallic minerals were 

regulated differently depending on whether the activity involved exploration, prospecting, or 

mining.  2017 Act 134 added as a regulated activity bulk sampling, which is the excavation of 

fewer than 10,000 tons of material with a license issued by DNR. 
  
2017 Act 134 also eliminated requirements specific to mining for sulfide ore and repealed DNR 

administrative rules relating to mining and wetlands. This bill restores those provisions. 
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