
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Representative Samantha Kerkman 
  
DATE:            Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0465/1, the Tax Accountability Dashboard Act, relating 

to: disclosure of information regarding state revenue 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Monday, March 4, 2019 

  
  
The Tax Accountability Dashboard Act requires the Department of Revenue to establish a 

dashboard on their website aimed at ensuring accountability and transparency for taxpayer 

dollars. This dashboard is geared towards helping residents better understand where their tax 

dollars are being spent by creating an accessible, clear, and upfront series of data and graphics. 
  
Wisconsin’s state government has a strong tradition of accountability and transparency, and 

recent changes have brought accountability and transparency into the modern era. In a recent 

nationwide study, Wisconsin received an ‘A’ for its government spending transparency 

website, Open Book Wisconsin, which provides access to millions of state expenditure records. 

One of the study’s recommendations to improve our transparency was to establish a local 

government expenditures dashboard. This recommendation was fulfilled in the 2017-19 State 

Budget which created a Local Government Dashboard on DOR’s website for people to view and 

compare local government’s financial data from throughout the state. 

  
Attached is an example of what is available on the Local Government Dashboard for the City of 

Green Bay. If passed, LRB 0465 would create a similar dashboard for state revenues and 

expenditures. Simply put, to further our tradition of accountability and transparency in state 

finances, the passage of this legislation will create a tax accountability dashboard that will make 

it easier for taxpayers to see and understand where their money is being spent. 
  
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Kerkman’s office at 6-2530 before 

4:00 PM on Monday, March 4, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill requires the Department of Revenue to display on its website information 

relating to the amounts of general purpose revenue collected in this state and the purposes for 

which the amounts are spent. The information must be presented in readily understandable 

https://wispirg.org/news/wip/new-report-wisconsin-receives-%E2%80%9C%E2%80%9D-government-spending-transparency-website
https://wispirg.org/news/wip/new-report-wisconsin-receives-%E2%80%9C%E2%80%9D-government-spending-transparency-website
http://openbook.wi.gov/
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/RA/Local-Government-Dashboard.aspx


graphs and other formats that provide a basic overview of the amounts of money collected from 

different sources and how that money is used. The department's e-filing web page must 

prominently link to the web page containing the information and to the department's local 

government dashboard. Under the bill, DOR must work with the Department of Administration 

to gather information for the web page. 
 


