
TO: All Legislators 

FROM: Representative Brostoff 
Senator Larson 

DATE: October 18, 2019  

RE:  Co-sponsorship of LRB-0403 relating to: installation of hearing loop technology in 

certain new and renovated state buildings and granting rule-making authority 
  

Co-sponsorship of LRB-0406 relating to: information and demonstration 

requirements for hearing instrument specialists and audiologists 

DEADLINE: October 31, 2019 

  
Across the state, nearly 500,000 Wisconsinites experience difficulty in their day-to-day lives as a result of 

hearing loss. Using a hearing aid or cochlear implant on its own amplifies all sound in the room. This 

means background noise and other interference can still make it difficult for the wearer to hear what they 

need to hear, particularly in large, public venues.  

  
Some hearing aids and all cochlear implants have a small wire coil, called a telecoil, in addition to the 

microphone. When turned on, the telecoil works as an antenna to amplify only the sound being sent from 

an assistive listening system. These include inductive loop technologies, FM, and infrared systems.  

  
LRB-0403 would require that state government buildings install inductive loop systems in meeting rooms 

if certain conditions are met when constructing a new building or renovating an existing space. 

  
Additionally, studies have shown that two-thirds of hearing aid customers are not adequately informed 

about what a telecoil is or how to use it. So that customers are able to make informed decisions when 

choosing what hearing aid to purchase, LRB-0406 would set guidelines for audiologists and hearing 

instrument specialists to educate patients about the benefits of having a built in telecoil when discussing 

hearing aid options. 
  
To hear the difference between a standard hearing aid and one with a built-in telecoil, please watch this 

video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRfHEAcQR5I&feature=youtu/be 

  

Senator Larson will be introducing senate companion bills for each. 

  
If you would like to sign onto either of these bills, please reply to this email by 5:00 p.m., October 

31, 2019 
  

  

 Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
LRB - 0403  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DsRfHEAcQR5I%26feature%3Dyoutu%2Fbe&data=02%7C01%7C%7C21668c807b82461f635f08d7110a3e31%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636996607998572846&sdata=YifvXh6%2FKPQYHE97FqnZoWFEmZ8RgjnGcNBVEXtmg88%3D&reserved=0


Under this bill, each space that is constructed or renovated in a building that is owned, leased, or occupied 

by the state must be equipped with a hearing loop system if the space is intended to be used for gatherings 

of 15 or more people and audible communications are integral to a use of the space.  The bill defines a 

“hearing loop system” as an assistive listening technology that consists of a physical loop system that 

generates a magnetic field in the looped area and transmits signals directly to telecoils in hearing aids, 

cochlear implants, and other listening devices. 
  
Under the bill, the Department of Administration may approve an exemption from the bill's requirement 

to install a hearing loop system under certain circumstances.  DOA must do all of the following with 

respect to approved exemptions: 
1.  Create a notice and comment process for each approved exemption.  
2.  Consider available alternative measures in lieu of installation of a permanent hearing loop system. 
3.  Submit an annual report to the legislature and the Department of Health Services describing in detail 

each approved exemption, the reasons for the exemption, and the consideration and approval of 

alternative measures. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  
LRB - 0406  
Subject to certain exceptions, this bill requires a hearing instrument specialist or an audiologist, at the 

time of an initial examination for the fitting and sale of a hearing aid, to inform the prospective client or 

other purchaser about the operation 
and benefits of hearing aids with features, such as telecoils, that can provide a direct connection between 

the hearing aid and an assistive listening system. If the client or other purchaser purchases such a hearing 

aid, the hearing instrument specialist or audiologist must demonstrate for the client or purchaser the 

proper use of the technology. 
  
In addition, the bill requires a hearing instrument specialist or audiologist, when delivering a receipt to a 

person supplied with a hearing aid, to include in the receipt language requiring the client or other 

purchaser to verify that the client or purchaser has received any required information about hearing aids 

with features, such as telecoils, and, if the client or purchaser has purchased such a hearing aid, that the 

client or purchaser has been provided the required demonstration on its use. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
 


