
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

To: All Legislators 

FROM: Senator Tom Tiffany and Representative John Spiros 

DATE: July 31st, 2019 

RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0400 and LRB-3820, relating to: Overweight permits for vehicles 

or vehicle combinations with six or more axles. 

DEADLINE: August 14, 2019 

 

According to WisDOT, in 2017, 390 million tons of freight valued at over $350 billion moved by 

truck from, to or through Wisconsin. Unfortunately, Wisconsin has a lower maximum truck 

weight limit than many of our neighboring states. Lower weight limits make it more difficult for 

Wisconsin companies to move their product in the most efficient way possible and puts them at a 

competitive disadvantage. 

We are introducing legislation to create a permit that allows for a truck weight limit increase 

from 80,000 pounds to 91,000 pounds on state highways. In order to receive the permit, the bill 

requires the tractor/trailer combination to have six axles. The permit would not allow trucks to 

travel on local roads, except for a 15-mile variance to reach fuel, maintenance, repair, or the 

loading or unloading destination. It does not allow an overweight truck to travel on posted roads. 

Allowing trucks to haul heavier loads will decrease the amount of trucks driving on Wisconsin 

roads. Fewer trucks means less traffic and safer roads. Additionally, the amount of freight will 

continue to increase while the trucking industry faces a critical shortage of drivers. Again, 

heavier maximum loads allow fewer trucks to be needed. 

There are a few advantages of six-axle trucks as well. A six-axle tractor/trailer carrying 91,000 

pounds creates less wear and tear on roads than trucks with five-axles carrying 80,000 pounds. 

This is because there is less weight per axle. The six-axle configuration also adds an additional 

set of breaks which makes the trucks safer. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Senator Tiffany's office (6-2509) 

or Representative Spiros' office (6-1182). Co-sponsors will automatically be signed onto both 

bills. 

 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill authorizes the Department of Transportation to issue permits for the operation of 

vehicle combinations that exceed maximum gross weight limitations by not more than 11,000 

pounds if the vehicle combination has six or more axles and meets specified weight limits based 

on the number of axles and distances between axles.  The bill provides that the permits may be 

issued for operation only on state trunk highways and on local highways for a distance up to 15 



miles in order to travel to and from a state trunk highway or to reach fuel, food, maintenance, 

repair, rest, staging, terminal or vehicle assembly facilities, or points of loading or unloading. 

The permits do not authorize operation of vehicles in excess of special or seasonal weight limits 

imposed on a highway or weight restrictions on heavy traffic routes. 
  
Under the bill, an applicant for a permit must include a description of the proposed route they 

will travel, and DOT must minimize the operation of overweight vehicles on state trunk 

highways in residential areas. If DOT issues a permit that approves a route through a 1st class 

city, DOT must notify the city. 
  
Under current law, with limited exceptions, no person may operate upon a highway any vehicle 

or combination of vehicles that exceeds certain statutory weight limits unless the person obtains 

a permit issued by DOT or a local authority. 

  
Because this bill concerns an exception to the vehicle weight limits specified in ch. 348, stats., 

the Department of Transportation, as required by law, will prepare a report to be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


