
To:       All Legislators 

  

From:   Senators Patrick Testin and Robert Cowles 

            Representatives Tony Kurtz and Scott Krug 

              

Date:   February 27, 2019 

  

Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0398/1; relating to: nitrate testing pilot program 

Clean Water Health and Wellness Act 

  

DEADLINE:  5:00 PM on Friday, March 8, 2019 

  

A substantial number of Wisconsinites are at risk of consuming nitrate-tainted drinking water 

because their well has become contaminated. The Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

notes that nitrate is one of the most common groundwater contaminants in Wisconsin, and 

that drinking water with high levels of nitrate may cause health problems. The federal Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention has warned that high nitrate levels in water can be especially 

dangerous for pregnant women and infants. 

  

This is not just an environmental problem, it is a public health problem.  

  

To try and ensure that more well owners have safe, clean drinking water, we are proposing The 

Clean Water Health and Wellness Act. This proposed legislation is unique in two key ways: 

  

1.)    The size of the allocation is commensurate to the size of the problem. This proposal 

creates a $10 million dollar grant program. Recipients would be eligible for up to $2,500 

per eligible household to pay for testing of private wells, and to install a filtration system 

or help pay to repair or replace an existing well. Preference would be given to households 

with a member who is pregnant, breast-feeding, under the age of 1, or over the age of 

65.   

2.)    The program would be administered by the Department of Health Services. Maintaining 

this program at DHS allows more targeted programs in other agencies to continue to 

carry out their original mission, while also properly addressing the nitrate issue as a 

public health concern.  

  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please reply by email, or call Senator Testin's 

office (266-3123) or Representative Kurtz's office (266-8531) no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, 

March 8, 2019. 

  

Unless otherwise indicated, co-sponsors will be added to both versions of this bill. 

  

 

 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



This bill requires the Department of Health Services to award grants of up to $2,500 to eligible 

private well owners, which recipients must use to cover remediation costs with a primary 

purpose of providing potable water for human consumption to either a residential or nonprofit 

business property if the owner has a well that has nitrate levels exceeding 10 parts per 

million.  Eligible costs include well testing, installation of an appropriate filtration system, 

replacement of the well, or replacement of the water supply.  The bill requires DHS to distribute 

up to a total of $500,000 to reimburse eligible private well owners for the fees charged by local 

health departments for administering the testing and reporting requirements. 

  

Under the bill, private well owners may contact a local health department to have nitrate levels 

tested.  Upon request from a private well owner, the local health department shall collect the 

necessary samples and do all of the following:  1) submit the samples for testing to the state 

laboratory of hygiene or another state certified laboratory, as determined by DHS; 2) report the 

test results to DHS and the private well owner, together with a recommendation for one or more 

of the remediation approaches set forth in the bill, if appropriate, and, if the testing indicates 

nitrate levels exceeding 10 parts per million, a statement of the fees charged for the testing and a 

recommendation that the well owner receive reimbursement for those costs; and 3) notify the 

private well owner that the owner may contact DHS within 30 days to request a grant for a 

different approach than was recommended by the local health department. 

  

A private well owner is eligible to apply for a grant under the bill if the report provided to DHS 

by a local health department indicates that nitrate levels in the owner's well water exceed 10 parts 

per million.  A private well owner may receive only one grant per parcel.  DHS may not set an 

income limitation for grant eligibility. Also, under the bill, DHS is required to give preference to 

applicants who have a household member who is pregnant, breast-feeding, under three years old, 

or over the age of 65. For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will 

be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  
 


