
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Representative Cody Horlacher 
  
DATE:            Monday, February 18, 2019 
  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0397 relating to: issuance of conservation patron licenses 

to certain veterans with disabilities 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Friday, March 1, 2019 

  
  
LRB 0397 allows disabled veterans who have a qualifying service-connected disability but have 

not been conferred a Purple Heart the opportunity to purchase a Conservation Patron license for 

$65, a $100 discount. This legislation, which was drafted after I was contacted by a constituent, 

is being introduced to extend the privileges conferred to Wisconsin’s veterans with limited 

mobility. 
  

A number of other opportunities for hunting, fishing, trapping, and State Park System 

authorizations are available for free or at a reduced rate to disabled veterans, and this bill just 

expands those options for disabled veterans who choose to call Wisconsin home. Under current 

law, Purple Heart recipients have the opportunity to purchase a Conservation Patron license, 

which includes over 20 hunting, fishing, trapping, and State Park System authorizations, at a 

discounted rate of $10, but no discount is available to other disabled veterans. 
  

There’s no reason that a disability should stop anyone from enjoying the best that Wisconsin’s 

natural resources and sporting heritage can provide. By lowering the fees for disabled veterans to 

align this discount with reduced fees available to disabled veterans, we can better show our 

gratitude to those who sacrificed in service of our nation. 
  

This legislation is similar to 2013 SB 692. In a fiscal estimate for that bill, the DNR noted that 

legislation like this has the potential to increase license sales from a reduced cost and therefore 

get more veterans outside to enjoy Wisconsin’s great outdoors. 
  
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Horlacher’s office at 6-5715 before 

4:00 PM on Friday, March 1, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  



Under current law, the Department of Natural Resources issues various hunting, fishing, 

and trapping licenses, permits, and tags (approvals). DNR also issues certain combination 

licenses, including resident and nonresident conservation patron licenses. A conservation patron 

license confers upon the licensee the combined privileges of certain approvals, including a small 

game hunting license, a deer hunting license, an archer hunting license, and an annual fishing 

license. A conservation patron license also confers certain other privileges, including the 

authority to take a motor vehicle into state parks and certain other areas without a vehicle 

admission receipt. 
This bill requires that a veteran who is a state resident be issued a conservation patron 

license at a lower fee than the regular license fee if he or she produces evidence showing that he 

or she has a service-connected disability rating of 50 percent or greater, as determined by the 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), or is receiving disability benefits from the VA due to 

being unemployable based on his or her education and skills as well as his or her medical 

condition. 
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
 


