
TO:                         Legislative Colleagues 

FROM:                  Senator Feyen and Representative Kitchens 

DATE:                    January 17th, 2019 

RE:                          Co-sponsorship of LRB−0393/1 & LRB 1432/1, relating to: creative economy 
development initiative grants and making an appropriation. 

  
Deadline:            Friday, January 25th, 2019 at 5 pm 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Talent Pipeline Package: Bill 5 

 

Millennials place a high value on their quality of life. They decide what type of community they want to 
live in and then find a job in a location that fits the bill. Wisconsin has a workforce shortage and has 
spent considerable resources attempting to target millennials and sway them to move to our great 
state. This legislation builds on current talent attraction initiatives by supporting Wisconsin's 
communities in their endeavors to make themselves attractive places to live. 

LRB 0393/1 provides $500,000 in GPR to the Arts Board to administer as competitive grants to non-
profits, local governments, business developments organizations, and businesses themselves. In order 
to receive a state grant, the organization must have secured matching non-state funds. Organizations 
could request a maximum of $40,000 in grant funds. 

Wisconsin has had considerable success fostering vibrant communities and this legislation seeks to 
further these community development efforts. 

If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation please contact Senator Feyen's office 
at Sen.Feyen@legis.wi.gov or 6-5300 or Representative Kitchen's office at Rep.Kitchens@legis.wi.gov or 
6-5350 by Friday, January 25th. All co-sponsors will be added to the Senate and Assembly versions of the 
legislation unless specified otherwise. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill creates a grant program administered by the Arts Board in the Department of 
Tourism.  The bill requires the Arts Board to award grants on a competitive basis to businesses, whether 
operated for profit or not for profit, local governmental agencies, and business development 
organizations or associations that work to promote any of the following in Wisconsin: 

1.  Individuals or organizations whose products or services have an origin in artistic, cultural, 
creative, or aesthetic content. 
2.  Job creation. 
3.  Economic development. 
4.  Arts education. 
5.  Workforce training and development. 
Under the bill, such a grant may not exceed $40,000, and the bill prohibits the 

Arts Board from awarding a grant unless the proposed grant recipient has secured from non-state 
sources an amount equal to at least twice the amount of the proposed grant. 
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