
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl 
  
Date:   January 14, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0346/1: restriction violations by persons holding probationary 

motor vehicle operator's licenses and providing a penalty 
  
DEADLINE:  Wednesday, January 28th by 5pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
In correspondence with a young constituent that was involved in a fatal car accident, it seems 

clear that current penalties in Wisconsin for violating probationary license restrictions are 

woefully inadequate. Currently in Wisconsin, a first violation results in a $50 forfeiture and a 6 

month extension of restrictions. Any subsequent offenses result in a forfeiture of no less than $50 

and no more than $100 and a 6 month extension of restrictions. A nominal fine along with 

extending restrictions that probationary drivers are ignoring anyway is not enough to discourage 

new drivers from driving unsafely. It is time to update the penalties for violating these 

restrictions. 
  
The Graduated Driver License (GDL) probationary restrictions began in September 2000, passed 

as part of the 1999 biennial budget. The law has been amended only once, to decrease penalties 

associated with violating the GDL restrictions. The original bill called for a $200 forfeiture for a 

first offense, a forfeiture of up to $300 and imprisonment for 30 days or less for a second offense 

within three years, and a fine of up to $500 and imprisonment for six months or less for a third or 

subsequent offense within three years. When penalties were reduced in 2005, it was made clear 

that subjecting juveniles to potential jail time was not an intention of the original GDL law. The 

2005 bill updating the penalties passed both houses on a voice vote. 
  
We were careful in crafting these new penalties so that the pendulum would not swing wildly in 

the other direction. We wanted to find a middle ground with regards to the penalties: strong 

enough that they will discourage probationary license holders from violating their restrictions, 

but not a return to potential jail time for minors. With that in mind, LRB-0346 sets forth the 

following penalties: 
•         On a first offense, a $150 forfeiture and 10 hours of community service 
•         On a second offense, a $250 forfeiture, 10 hours of community service, and a 3 month 

suspension of operating privileges 
•         On third and subsequent offenses, a $500 forfeiture, 20 hours of community service, and a 6 

month suspension of operating privileges 
•         Additionally, each offense extends the probationary period by 6 months. Under previous 

Wisconsin law, that probationary period would automatically end on the driver’s 18th birthday, 

even if they had the probationary period that technically extended beyond that. LRB-0346 allows 

the probationary period to extend beyond the 18th birthday and goes until it expires 
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If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Wednesday, January 28th at 5pm. 
  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Under current law, a probationary driver's license is, with certain exceptions, issued to all 

applicants who qualify for an original driver's license and remains in effect for two years from 

the date of the licensee's next birthday. During the first nine months following issuance of a 

probationary license, a probationary licensee who is under 18 years of age is subject, with 

limited exceptions, to certain restrictions on the operation of “Class D” vehicles (automobiles 

and most other motor vehicles), including restrictions related to persons who may be passengers 

in a motor vehicle operated by the licensee and hours during which the licensee may operate a 

motor vehicle. Currently, a person holding a probationary license who violates these operating 

restrictions must forfeit $50 for a first offense and not less than $50 nor more than $100 for each 

subsequent offense. 
  
Under this bill, a person holding a probationary license who violates the operating restrictions 

referenced above is subject to the following penalties: 
1.       For a first offense, a $150 forfeiture and ten hours of community service. 
2.       For a second offense, a $250 forfeiture, ten hours of community service, and a three-month 

suspension of the person's operating privilege. 
3.       For a third or subsequent offense, a $500 forfeiture, 20 hours of community service, and a 

six-month suspension of the person's operating privilege. 
  
Also under current law, if a person holding a probationary license violates the operating 

restrictions referenced above, the Department of Transportation must extend the restrictions for 

an additional six-month period or until the licensee's 18th birthday, whichever occurs earlier. 

Under this bill, if DOT extends a restriction period, the restrictions apply to a licensee 18 years 

of age or older until the period 
of restriction expires. 
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