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DIRECT BALLOTING 

  

Over the past few years, we have teamed up with several county officials, municipal clerks, and 

Election Commission staff, in an effort to increase voter integrity and implement cost-saving 

measures for local governments across the state. The final product is an optional voting process 

(direct balloting) that allows voters to cast their in-person absentee ballot directly into voting 

machines, which reduces the need for municipal clerks to hire election inspectors to feed voting 

machines with absentee ballots on Election Day. Some municipalities have experienced up to a 

1000% increase of in-person absentee voting over the past several elections. These reforms will 

ensure that vote counts are totaled in a timely fashion.  

 

Currently, if an individual votes in-person absentee, the ballot is sealed in an envelope and stored 

away until Election Day. These procedures have been in place for 60 years without being 

updated. This bill allows municipal councils and boards to adopt a policy that allows the ballot to 

be fed directly into the voting machine by the voter. If an error on the ballot is identified by the 

voting machine, the voter has the ability to correct their ballot, thus increasing voter integrity. 

Voters feel comfortable feeding their own ballot into the machine, knowing it will be counted.  

 

Many local municipalities must hire dozens of election inspectors to feed absentee ballots into 

the voting machines on Election Day. Many ballots are rejected by the electronic voting 

machines because they are filled out incorrectly, so the election inspectors must determine the 

voter's intent and re-create ballots for these voters. This outdated method requires a substantial 

expense in hiring these election inspectors, who in many instances work around the clock on 

Election Day to feed ballots into voting machines. Municipalities that decide to implement this 

process will benefit from enormous cost-savings. 

 

In Wisconsin, it is widely understood that local governments need the flexibility to best represent 

their citizens. That is why LRB 0344/1 is an optional process. A municipality can vote to 

implement the changes set forth in this bill, and the Elections Commission will verify that the 

municipality is capable of implementing it. 



  

Finally, this bill has several measures in place that ensure all ballots are treated equally, ensuring 

every Wisconsinite has an equal vote. The total number of absentee ballots are reconciled with 

the number of voters each day and reported, but no tabulating of the votes are done until Election 

Day, ensuring the maximum amount of transparency. This bill also increases accessibility during 

in-person absentee voting by requiring the use of ADA compliant equipment to be available. 

  

If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB-0344/1, please reply to this email or contact Bill in 

Rep. Brandtjen's office at 7-2367 or Chad in Senator Craig's office at 6-5400 April 20th, all co-

sponsors will be added to the Assembly and Senate version unless otherwise specified. 

  

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill authorizes a municipality to allow its electors to vote before Election Day by using 
an electronic voting machine to cast an in-person absentee ballot (the efficiency option).  If 
a municipality adopts a resolution to implement this option, and the Elections Commission 
certifies that the municipality is capable of implementation, an elector may vote before 
Election Day at the municipal clerk's office by completing his or her ballot and casting the 
ballot using an electronic voting system.  Using the efficiency option may occur 
simultaneously or in conjunction with making an application in person using absentee 
ballot envelopes, but the periods for voting using the efficiency option and for making an 
application in person by using absentee ballot envelopes need not be the same.  The votes 
are not tabulated before Election Day, but the municipal clerk publishes the daily tally of 
the total number of ballots cast before Election Day on the municipality's Internet site.  The 
bill requires the municipality to publish a notice specifying the locations, dates, and hours 
voting using the efficiency option and the location where results will be tallied on election 
night. Under the bill, a person who acts in any manner that would give him or her the 
ability to know or to provide information on the accumulating or final results from the 
ballots cast using the efficiency option is guilty of a Class I felony. The current law that 
applies to voting on Election Day with regard to election observers, assisting electors, the 
availability of accessible systems, and the privilege of absentee voting also applies to voting 
as provided under the bill. 
Under current law, an election inspector may challenge for cause any person offering to 
vote whom the inspector knows or suspects is not a qualified elector. Another elector may 
also make such a challenge for cause.   When a voter's qualifications are challenged, the 
inspector must administer an oath to the challenged elector to affirm that he or she will 
fully and truly answer the inspector's questions regarding the person's residence and 
qualifications.  The bill allows the chief clerk, the deputy clerk, or an inspector to challenge 
for cause any person offering to vote and to administer the oath and ask the relevant 
questions regarding the person's residence and qualifications. 



The bill also repeals the current law provision regarding the treatment of absentee ballots 
cast by a person who dies before Election Day. Because this bill creates a new crime or 
revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties 
may be requested to prepare a report. For further information see the state and local fiscal 
estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  

  

 


