
DATE:                    May 29, 2019 

  
TO:                         All Legislators 

  
FROM:                  Rep. Katrina Shankland, Rep. Ron Tusler 

                               Sen. LaTonya Johnson, Sen. Kathy Bernier 

                                
RE:                          Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0311: Relating to providing 12-month prescriptions of 
birth control 
  
DEADLINE:   Wednesday, June 12 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
Improving access to birth control is crucial to ensuring that women can control their fertility and 
pursue their educational, financial, and parenting goals. In addition to preventing unwanted 
pregnancies, birth control has numerous health benefits, such as helping women manage serious 
medical conditions like endometriosis. Increased access to birth control is also directly linked to 
declines in maternal and infant mortality, and reductions in ovarian cancer rates. 
  
For birth control to be effective, consistency is essential. But Wisconsin health insurance plans only 
cover prescriptions of birth control for 30 or 90 days at a time, requiring women to return to their 
pharmacies every few months. This unnecessary limitation is a barrier to contraceptive access for 
many, especially for women who live in rural areas, work multiple jobs, serve in the military, are 
survivors of intimate partner violence, or have limited transportation options. 
 
Research has shown that dispensing a 12-month supply of birth control at one time reduces the 
odds of unintended pregnancy by 30% and reduces abortion rates by 46%. It may also lower costs 
for health insurers by reducing the number of pregnancy tests and pregnancies. 
  
LRB-0311 allows women to fill their birth control prescriptions for 12 months at a time after 
receiving an initial 3-month supply. LRB-0311 does not apply to contraceptive methods that would 
expire or become ineffective in under 12 months. There is no medical reason why a woman must 
only receive a monthly supply of birth control, and this bill removes an obstacle to consistent and 
effective birth control use. Please join us in supporting this common-sense reform to improve 
women's health, economic security, and family planning. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email no later than 4:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 12. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill requires certain disability insurance policies, also known as health insurance policies, and 
self-insured governmental and school district health plans to cover a dispensing of contraceptives 
that is intended to last for three months for the first dispensing and a dispensing of contraceptives 
that is intended to last for 12 months for subsequent dispensings of that contraceptive. 
Contraceptives are drugs or devices approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration to 
prevent pregnancy. Under current law, those policies and plans must cover the cost of 



contraceptives prescribed by a health care provider and of services that are necessary to prescribe, 
administer, maintain, or remove the contraceptive. The coverage requirement under the bill does 
not apply to a dispensing of a contraceptive that expires or becomes ineffective in less than 12 
months. 
  
 


