
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
DATE:              September 10, 2019 
                   
TO:                   Legislative Colleagues 
                      

FROM:            Representative Katrina Shankland, Nick Milroy, Steve Doyle, Staush 

Gruszynski, Beth Meyers, and Don Vruwink 
Senators Patty Schachtner, Jeff Smith, Janet Bewley, and Janis Ringhand 

                        
RE:                   Co-sponsorship of LRB-0293, relating to: funding for chronic wasting 

disease research 
and management and making an appropriation. 

  
DEADLINE:  Tuesday, September 24 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
  
With the fall deer hunt approaching, there is cause for real concern with the resurgence and spread of 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) across the state’s deer herd. Infection rates in Wisconsin appear to be at 

an all-time high, and meaningful action is needed to preserve the deer that our state’s sporting heritage 

and billion-dollar hunting industry relies on. 
  
CWD is a neurological disease that is 100% fatal. The Wisconsin DNR first detected CWD in a white-

tailed deer in 2002 in Wisconsin’s first documented case of CWD. Since then, over 3,500 deer have tested 

positive for CWD and CWD has spread to 56 counties. Even more troublesome is a 2017 study by the 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, which found that CWD may be orally transmitted to primates through 

the eating of infected meats – heightening concerns about human susceptibility to CWD. Given that prion 

diseases evolve, this raises concerns among the health community.  
  
While CWD testing of deer has increased since CWD was first found in Wisconsin, we need a stronger 

investment instead of relying on tests conducted in past years. Hunting is a way of life and a proud 

tradition in Wisconsin, and the health and vitality of our state’s deer herd are paramount. LRB-0293 

provides $1,000,000 GPR annually to the DNR for CWD testing, management, and research, a 

responsible investment to preserve our state’s deer hunt and multibillion-dollar industry for generations to 

come. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under this bill, the Department of Natural Resources may research chronic wasting disease 

(CWD) in cervids, in addition to managing, and providing funding to conduct testing for CWD, which 

DNR is authorized to do under current law. A cervid is any species of deer or elk that is present in the 

wild and that is not a farm-raised deer.  The bill also appropriates $1,000,000 annually from the general 

fund in fiscal years 2019-20 and 2020-21 for research on and management of CWD. Current law 

appropriates no money for this purpose. For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be 

printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0293, please reply to this e-mail or call my office at 7-9649 

by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday September 24th. 
 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/documents/cwdaffectedcountiesdifferences.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/story/sports/columnists/paul-smith/2017/06/28/macaque-study-heightens-concerns-human-susceptibility-cwd/430046001/?from=global&sessionKey=&autologin=

